THE JASPER COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD MET ON MONDAY, JANUARY 7, 2013 AT 1:00 P.M. IN THE COMMISSIONERS ROOM, JASPER COUNTY COURTHOUSE, RENSSELAER, INDIANA WITH THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS PRESENT:   RICHARD MAXWELL (CHAIRMAN), JAMES WALSTRA (MEMBER), AND KENDELL CULP (MEMBER).  ALSO PRESENT WERE VINCE URBANO (SURVEYOR), JOHN CASEY (ATTORNEY), JACK HABERLIN (ENGINEER), AND RHONDA ELDRIDGE (SECRETARY). 
	
	Chairman, Richard Maxwell called the meeting to order.

RE-ORGANIZATION OF THE DRAINAGE BOARD FOR 2013
	APPOINT ATTORNEY
	APPOINT SECRETARY

	Kendell Culp made a motion to nominate Richard Maxwell as Drainage Board President.  James Walstra seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

	Kendell Culp made a motion to nominate James Walstra as Drainage Board Vice President.  Richard Maxwell seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

	Kendell Culp made a motion to retain Rhonda Eldridge as Drainage Board Secretary.  James Walstra seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

	Kendell Culp made a motion to retain John Casey as Drainage Board Attorney.  James Walstra seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

1:00 P.M. WM HOOVER DITCH #356 AND HENSLER LATERAL
	PUBLIC HEARING

	Richard Maxwell stated due to a conflict of interest, he would have to recues himself from all matters pertaining to the Wm Hoover Ditch #356 and Hensler Lateral county regulated drains.  Robert Hall had been appointed by the drainage board to replace Richard Maxwell in all matters pertaining to the Wm Hoover Ditch #356 and Hensler Lateral.

	Surveyor, Vince Urbano, stated a petition had been filed by W.J. Stanley on December 19, 2006 for the reconstruction and establishment of a maintenance fund for the Wm Hoover Ditch #356 and Hensler Lateral. 

	Urbano stated the Wm Hoover Ditch #356 is located in Marion and Jordan townships and has an approximate distance of 2.31 miles which outlets into Carpenter Creek.  The Hensler Lateral is also located in Marion and Jordan townships and has an approximate distance of 1.29 miles which outlets into the Wm Hoover Ditch #356.

	The Surveyor went over the Plans and Specifications in regards to the reconstruction and maintenance of the Wm Hoover Ditch #356 and Hensler Lateral project as outlined in the Surveyor’s Report including Right-of-Way, Fencing and Fencing Materials, Public Utilities, Crossing: Culverts or Bridges, Clearing Trees and Brush – Burning and Burying, Treating of Stumps, Dispositions of Boulders and Stumps, Leveling and Disposition of Spoil, and Seeding.

	Urbano stated the Wm Hoover Ditch #356 has a total fall of 20.68 feet over its entire length and the Hensler Lateral has a total fall of 8.318 feet over its entire length.

	The Surveyor stated the collection for the reconstruction of the Wm Hoover Ditch #356 and Hensler Lateral totals $22,716.70 with an annual cost to the landowners of $2.64 per acre with a $5.00 minimum for a period of five years.  Annual collection amount for the maintenance of the Wm Hoover Ditch #356 and Hensler Lateral will be at a rate of $1.50 per acre with a minimum of $5.00 for a period of four years.  The Wm Hoover Ditch #356 and Hensler Lateral shall maintain a maintenance fund with a maximum balance of $10,425.22.

	Landowner, Gerald Woodke, inquired what his total cost would be for the reconstruction of the Wm Hoover Ditch #356 and Hensler Lateral. Vince Urbano stated the public hearing notice which Mr. Woodke received in the mail includes the total cost for the reconstruction of the Wm Hoover Ditch #356 and Hensler Lateral as well as the proposed collection for the  establishment of a maintenance fund.  Woodke stated this reconstruction project is not benefitting him at all.  Urbano replied cleaning the entire drain will benefit all landowners within the watershed.

	Landowner, Tresa Woodke, stated she owns property which is used as a pasture and for her goats along the Wm Hoover Ditch #356 and Hensler Lateral.  Tresa Woodke inquired if the reconstruction project would be disturbing the grass in the pasture.  Urbano stated the property owned by Gerald and Tresa Woodke is near the outlet of the ditch and although the drain is in need of being dipped out at this location, he would be willing to accommodate the landowner’s needs as best as possible and still complete the reconstruction project.
	
	Kendell Culp made a motion to approve the reconstruction schedule of assessments for the Wm Hoover Ditch #356 and Hensler Lateral at a rate of $2.64 per acre with a minimum of $5.00 and the maintenance schedule of assessments for the Wm Hoover Ditch #356 and Hensler Lateral at a rate of $1.50 per acre with a minimum of $5.00 until the maximum amount of $10,425.22 is reached.  Robert Hall seconded the motion.  Motion approved.

EGAR SUBSTATION – MAPLE GROVE DITCH – EASMENT ENCROACHMENT
	STEVE COOPER - COOR CONSULTING & LAND SERVICES CORP.

	Steve Cooper, Coor Consulting & Land Services Corporation, representing the City of Rensselaer in regards to a proposed easement encroachment near the Egar Substation on the Maple Grove Ditch presented a primitive sketch during the November 5, 2012 drainage board meeting.  

	During the November 5, 2012 drainage board meeting Cooper stated on the north side of the Egar Substation which is on the south side of Maple Grove Ditch the City of Rensselaer has a desire to expand the Egar Substation.  The City of Rensselaer would like to create a circular driveway around the Egar Substation which would encroach on the seventy-five foot right-of-way as well as the addition of a fenced-in area.  Richard Maxwell stated he was in favor of the driveway encroaching on the seventy-five foot right-of-way, but was not in favor of the fenced in area encroaching or any permanent structure on the seventy-five foot right-of-way.  

	Steve Cooper presented the drainage board with a plan which includes a proposed gravel area to the east of the existing substation and storage yard which is just east of the newly graveled area.  This area is proposed to be a dry detention area which adjoins the Maple Grove Ditch drainage right-of-way.

	Cooper stated the proposed gravel area is on a trial basis in order to determine if a semi can easily enter and exit the property.  In the future, the City of Rensselaer may request permission to place a gravel driveway within the Maple Grove Ditch drainage right-of-way.

	Cooper stated the proposed dry detention area would drain into a county regulated drain eventually outletting into the Maple Grove Ditch.

	Kendell Culp made a motion to approve the plans for the Egar Substation Expansion for the City of Rensselaer Municipal Electric Utility as presented.  James Walstra seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

HEILSCHER/HICKUM COUNTY REGULATED DRAIN – NEW CULVERT
	GUY LUCAS – WHEATFIELD GRAIN

	Vince Urbano advised the board he had been contacted by Guy Lucas, Wheatfield Grain, expressing a desire to expand the existing railroad tracks by adding a spur to the south of the existing railroad tracks over the Heilscher/Hickum county regulated drain which is to the west of the town of Wheatfield. At that time, Lucas requested specifications for a new culvert.   

	Urbano stated he had viewed the existing bridge at the railroad tracks over the Heilscher/Hickum county regulated drain.  The existing bridge is made of concrete walls and steel beams and measures approximately fifty-six feet wide by eight foot high (56’wide x 8’high).  Lucas stated the culvert which is upstream to the north is a twelve foot culvert and the culvert to the south is a nine foot culvert.  Lucas stated they were looking to place two twelve foot culverts side-by-side at this location.  Maxwell stated he believed the two twelve foot culverts side by side was more than enough for the capacity of water at this location.

	James Walstra made a motion to approve the placement of two twelve foot culverts side- by-side over the Heilscher/Hickum county regulated drain for the extension of the railroad tracks for Wheatfield Grain as requested in the town of Wheatfield.  Kendell Culp seconded the motion.  Motion approved.

RICHARD B. WETHERILL TILE #110 – TIE PRIVATE TILE INTO COUNTY REGULATED DRAIN
	MARK HURLEY – LANDOWNER

	Vince Urbano stated he had met with landowner, Steve Hurley in regards to the Wetherill Tile #110.  Hurley advised Urbano he would like to connect a private tile into the Wetherill Tile #110 county regulated drain.  Urbano stated after inspecting the Wetherill Tile #110 it was determined the majority of the tile was in fine shape, but the outlet was rusted and folded down.  Urbano stated the outlet was repaired by the Surveyor’s office field crew.

	Mark Hurley, Landowner, stated they are considering a couple different options for draining their property.  One option is to run another main tile through their property to take some of the pressure off of the Wetherill Tile #110 county regulated drain.  The other option is to tie a new private tile into the Wetherill Tile #110 county regulated drain and discharge into an open drain.

	Urbano stated he was in favor of Mark Hurley running a new main tile as opposed to tying into the county regulated tile. Urbano advised Hurley if a new main tile is ran within the right-of-way of the county regulated tile, there would be a chance work would need to be done on the county main and damage could be done to his private main tile.  Urbano advised Hurley to not run the new private main tile within the right-of-way for the Wetherill Tile #110 county regulated drain to avoid the possibility of damage to the private main.  Hurley stated it appears with the contour of the ground, it may be necessary to run the private main within the right-of-way of the Wetherill Tile #110 county regulated drain.

	Richard Maxwell inquired what the condition of the county regulated drain is which the Wetherill Tile #110 county regulated drain is outletting.  Urbano replied the county regulated drain which the Wetherill Tile #110 outlets into is in need having some sediment removed but otherwise in good condition.  Hurley stated they had removed some of the sediment out of the county regulated drain recently which the Wetherill Tile #110 outlets into.

	Kendell Culp inquired if Hurley would be placing a new private main tile or asking for the county regulated tile to be abandoned.  Hurley replied the new main tile would be private. 

	Jack Haberlin, Engineer, recommended a Hold Harmless Agreement be signed by Hurley agreeing that they would be responsible for the repair of the county regulated drain should be damaged in any way and the county is not responsible for the proposed private drain.

	Kendell Culp made a motion to approve the request by Mark and/or Steve Hurley to connect a private tile into the Wetherill Tile #110 county regulated tile or run a new private main tile near the Wetherill Tile #110 county regulated tile with the exception that a Hold Harmless Agreement be signed.  James Walstra seconded the motion.  Motion approved.

	Mark Hurley also requested putting a private main tile through property on the east side of County Road 20 East in Section 19, Township 29, Range 5 in Hanging Grove Township.  

	Kendell Culp made a motion to approve the request installing a private main tile through the property owned by Hurley Family Farms on the east side of County Road 20 East in Section 19, Township 29, Range 5 in Hanging Grove Township.  James Walstra seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

DEXTER DITCH #102 - NEW CULVERT PLACEMENT
	MICHAEL AND MARY PAYNE – LANDOWNERS

	Landowner, Michael Payne, requested permission from the drainage board to place a culvert in the Dexter Ditch #102 county regulated drain on his property located in Section 14, Township 30, Range 7 in Union Township.

	Payne explained a culvert on a neighboring property had been used to cross the Dexter Ditch #102 in order to access his property, but the landowner has decided to not allow him to use this culvert any longer.

	Vince Urbano, Surveyor, stated the culverts have been measured on opposing sides of the proposed culvert site.  These culvert downstream measures nine feet in diameter and the culvert upstream from the proposed culvert placement is eight feet in diameter.

	Payne stated he is planning on placing a railcar which measures 8-1/2 feet tall by 42 feet long (8-1/2 x 42).

	James Walstra made a motion to approve the request for placement of a railcar measuring 8-1/2 feet tall by 42 feet long (8-1/2 x 42) as a crossing on the Dexter Dtich #102 on the property owned by Michael and Mary Payne in Section 14, Township 30, Range 7 in Union Township.  Kendell Culp seconded the motion.  Motion approved.

LAWTON DITCH  #166 – SURVEY AGREEMENT
	KEN MINETT – BUTLER, FAIRMAN & SEUFERT

	During the December 3, 2012 drainage board meeting the Surveyor stated an attempt was made by the field crew to survey the Lawton Ditch #166 near the town of Tefft.  The GPS equipment was unable to receive a signal due to this being a dead zone.  As a result, the Surveyor requested receiving a price quote for performing a survey on the Lawton Ditch #166 from Butler, Fairman, and Seufert.  

	Ken Minett, Butler, Fairman, and Seufert presented  an agreement for surveying the Lawton Ditch #166 for review and a signature.  

	Kendell Culp made a motion to approve the contract as presented by Butler, Fairman, and Seufert for surveying the Lawton Ditch #166.  Jim Walstra seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

KANKAKEE RIVER – UPDATE
	JODY MELTON – KANKAKEE RIVER BASIN COMMISSION

	Jody Melton, Kankakee River Basin Commission stated the Kanakakee River between the Newton/Jasper county line and State Highway 231 really looks good where work had been completed.

	Melton stated there is a piece of property along the Kankakee River on County Road 1500 North which a property owners have remodeled three homes without receiving the proper permiting, although these properties are within the jurisdiction of the town of DeMotte.  Melton contacted town of DeMotte Manager, John Dyke, and he has red tagged these projects.  Urbano stated there also is another home just recently built on the levee of the Kankakee River.

	Melton stated Governor Pence has a copy of the request for two and a half million dollars for repairs on the Kankakee River.  The request for funds to continue work going east from State Highway 231 to State Road 49 is part of the funds requested.

	James Walstra inquired if the Cameron Ditch (which is near the Kankakee River) is a county regulated drain.  Urbano replied the Cameron Ditch (which is near the Kankakee River) is a county regulated drain. 

	Jody Melton stated the subject of working with the Cameron Ditch needs to be discussed at the K.R.B.C. meeting on January 24, 2013.

	Walstra stated $100,000 needs to be obtained in order to complete the project on the Kankakee River.  Walstra inquired if Urbano would put together a report requesting $100,000 to continue work on the Kanakakee River.  Urbano agreed to prepare a report requesting funds in the amount of $100,000 for the continuation of work on the Kankakee River.

OTIS JOINT #1491 COUNTY REGULATED DRAIN 
	DELORIS KNIGHT – LANDOWNER

	Landowner, Deloris Knight stated she had contacted the Surveyor’s Office in regards to tree branches and debris being disposed of in the Otis Joint #1491 county regulated drain causing water to back up.  Knight presented the drainage board with pictures of the Otis Joint #1491 county regulated drain and the disposed debris.

	The Surveyor stated he had previously inspected the Otis Joint #1491 county regulated drain upon Deloris Knight’s reporting of the debris being disposed.  Vince Urbano stated there is no maintenance fund established currently on the Otis Joint #1491 county regulated drain.  Urbano stated the Otis Joint #1491 county regulated drain is overgrown with trees and brush.  Knight stated the neighbors continually dispose of tree branches and leaves in the Otis Joint #1491 county regulated drain.

	Urbano stated he would be willing to write a letter to the landowner disposing of debris into the Otis Joint #1491 county regulated drain encouraging them to discontinue this procedure.

	Knight inquired if there is any kind of ordinance in regards to landowners when mowing their yards and blowing their grass clippings into a county regulated drain.  Urbano stated if this creates the blocking of the flow of water in a county regulated drain the Surveyor would be able to enforce the practice of blowing grass clippings into a county regulated drain.  

	Urbano advised Knight of the procedures in order to establish a maintenance fund on a county regulated drain.  Urbano stated a maintenance fund would allow the Surveyor’s office to be able to clean any debris which is disposed of in a county regulated drain.

	Knight inquired if the Surveyor was going to include in the letter written to the landowner placing debris in the county regulated drain to have the current debris removed prior to spring.  Urbano responded he would look at the condition of the Otis Joint #1491 county regulated drain and determine whether to include the removal of the current debris in the Otis Joint #1491 county regulated drain.
	
APPROVAL OF THE DECEMBER 3, 2012 MEETING MINUTES

	James Walstra made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 3, 2012 drainage board meeting.  Kendell Culp seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

RE-ORGANIZATION OF THE JOINT DRAINAGE BOARDS FOR 2013

Kendell Culp made a motion to re-appoint Jasper County Drainage Board member Richard Maxwell to the Jasper-Newton County Joint Drainage Board, the Newton-Jasper County Joint Drainage Board, and the Jasper-White County Joint Drainage Board.  James Walstra seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

James Walstra made a motion to re-appoint Jasper County Drainage Board member Kendell Culp to the Jasper-Newton County Joint Drainage Board, the Newton-Jasper County Joint Drainage Board, and the Jasper-White County Joint Drainage Board.  Richard Maxwell seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  

Kendell Culp made a motion to re-appoint Richard Maxwell to the Jasper-Starke-Pulaski County Joint Drainage Board and the Jasper-Benton-Newton County Joint Drainage Board.  James Walstra seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  

James Walstra made a motion to re-appoint Kendell Culp to the Pulaski-White-Jasper-Starke County Joint Drainage Board.  Richard Maxwell seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  

Kendell Culp made a motion to re-appoint Richard Maxwell to the Jasper-Benton County Joint Drainage Board.  James Walstra seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  

	Kendell Culp made a motion to re-appoint James Walstra to the Jasper-Benton County Joint Drainage Board.  Richard Maxwell seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

DITCH SPRAYING 2013

	The Surveyor stated he is preparing the Ditch Spraying Report for 2013 and would like to be informed of any county regulated drains which are in need of being sprayed.  Urbano stated The Daltons, Inc. will be returning to re-do the spraying on the Denton Ditch and Oliver due to spraying in 2012 not being completed to the Surveyor’s satisfaction.  Kendell Culp inquired if The Dalton’s Inc. would be spot spraying or spraying the entire ditch again.  Urbano replied the entire Denton Ditch and Oliver Ditch would be sprayed again by The Dalton’s, Inc.  Kendell stated the Ryan ditch may possibly need sprayed and brushed.

	Kendell Culp inquired if the Surveyor’s office field crew would be spraying the smaller county regulated drain in 2013.  Urbano stated he felt the Surveyor’s office field crew did a very good job of spraying the county regulated drains in 2012 and felt if newer spray equipment could be obtained, all the small and large drains could be sprayed by the Surveyor’s office field crew.

	Culp inquired if Carpenter Creek will be on the spray list for 2013.  Urbano replied Carpenter Creek will be on the list of county regulated drains to be sprayed in 2013.

ADJOURN

	James Walstra made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Kendell Culp seconded the motion.  Motion approved.



	



