THE JASPER COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD MET ON MONDAY, MARCH 4, 2013 AT 1:00 P.M. IN THE COMMISSIONERS ROOM, JASPER COUNTY COURTHOUSE, RENSSELAER, INDIANA WITH THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS PRESENT:   RICHARD MAXWELL (CHAIRMAN), JAMES WALSTRA (MEMBER), AND KENDELL CULP (MEMBER).  ALSO PRESENT WERE VINCE URBANO (SURVEYOR), JOHN CASEY (ATTORNEY), JACK HABERLIN (ENGINEER), AND RHONDA ELDRIDGE (SECRETARY). 
	
	Chairman, Richard Maxwell called the meeting to order.

APPROVAL OF THE JANUARY 7, 2013 MEETING MINUTES

	Kendell Culp made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 7, 2013 drainage board meeting.  James Walstra seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

BOSMA DITCH #149 - NIPSCO
	ERIK HILDEBRANDT – PROJECT MANAGER

	Erik Hildebrandt, Project Manager representing NIPSCO presented a letter and plans detailing a project in which NIPSCO has been petitioned by sixty residents in the vicinity of County Road 950 North and County Road 950 West to supply them with natural gas.  

	Hildebrandt explained in order to be able to extend service to every petitioner, they would need to cross the Bosma Ditch #149 county regulated drain and NIPSCO is requesting permission to cross the Bosma Ditch #149 at County Road 950 North with a 3” plastic gas main.

	Hildebrandt stated the crossing will be subterranean via the method of directional boring.  There is a nine foot elevation difference between the top of the culvert which already exists and the shoulder of the road.  The elevation of the gas main will be approximately three feet below the grade of the existing road shoulder.  This planned elevation will allow for a clearance of five to six feet over the exiting culvert that allows Bosma Ditch #149 to flow under County Road 950 North.  There is no anticipated need to disturb the banks of the ditch or crossing at this location.  Main markers will be installed on either side of the culvert to provide sufficient indication that a gas main is present at the crossing.  If there is a concern about the gas main being over a culvert, please note that under current practice, NIPSCO covers the cost of the work to bypass or relocated the gas main to allow an improvement to occur.

	James Walstra made a motion to grant permission for NIPSCO to cross the Bosma Ditch #149 county regulated drain in order to satisfy a petition to supply sixty residents in the vicinity of County Road 950 North and County Road 950 West with natural gas.  Kendell Culp seconded the motion. Motion approve.

MAXWELL DITCH #7619 – WESTON CEMETERY – BRIDGE REPLACEMENT	VINCE URBANO – SURVEYOR

	Vince Urbano, Surveyor, stated he had been contacted by Jerry Lockridge, City of Rensselaer, in regards to a bridge which is in need of being replaced, due to its condition, in the Weston Cemetery spanning over the Maxwell Ditch #7619 county regulated drain.  

	Urbano presented the board with pictures of the deteriorating bridge spanning over the Maxwell Ditch #7619 located in Weston Cemetery.

	Urbano stated Lockridge mentioned that there is also a need for a way of re-routing the flow of water at the outlet of the Maxwell Ditch #7619 county regulated drain into the Iroquois River, as it is eroding the bank and causing water to back up into the Maxwell Ditch #7619.

	The Surveyor stated Lockridge had inquired if the City of Rensselaer or Jasper County is responsible for the replacement of the bridge over the Maxwell Ditch #7619 county regulated drain located in Weston Cemetery as well as the procedure for the replacement of the bridge.

	Lockridge stated there is a concern for the safety of the public as there is quite a bit of traffic which uses this deteriorated bridge.  A concern is also performing maintenance within the cemetery with running equipment over the bridge.

	Urbano stated after reviewing past records, he had determined it has been standard protocol for the local municipality to maintain the culverts and bridges within their jurisdiction.  Maxwell commented the drainage board does not replace culverts for private landowners and, therefore, should not treat the City of Rensselaer any differently.

	Urbano stated the Surveyors office would be willing to assist the City of Rensselaer in the manner of sizing a replacement culvert as well as placing a couple of rock shoots in order to alleviate the washing out of the ditch bank.

	Kendell Culp inquired if the Maxwell Ditch #7619 has plenty of fall for appropriate water flow.  Urbano stated the Maxwell Ditch #7619 has plenty of fall to allow for appropriate flow of water, but could use some sediment removed at the outlet of the Iroquois River.

	Lockridge inquired if replacing the deteriorated bridge spanning over the Maxwell Ditch #7619 in Weston Cemetery with a larger culvert would help with the flow of water.  Urbano replied replacing the deteriorated bridge spanning over the Maxwell Ditch #7619 in Weston Cemetery with a larger culvert would certainly help with the flow of water.

	Maxwell inquired if the deteriorated bridge over the Maxwell Ditch #7619 in Weston Cemetery  is ever under water.  Lockridge replied the deteriorated bridge over the Maxwell Ditch #7619 in Weston Cemetery has been known to go under water with large rains.  Maxwell stated there really is no way to stop the flooding as long as the Iroquois River continues to back up.

	Jasper County Engineer, Jack Haberlin, recommended contacting Debco Culverts from Francesville.  Debco would size the bridge replacement with an appropriate structure as well as give a cost estimate.

	Maxwell advised the Surveyor to help the City of Rensselaer by contacting Debco Culverts in order to receive a proper sizing and cost for the appropriate structure to replace the deteriorated bridge in Weston Cemetery spanning over the Maxwell Ditch #7619 county regulated drain.

DEHAAN DITCH #146 – WATERSHED
	RANDY PETERSON, ENGINEER – JOHN DYKE, DEMOTTE TOWN 	MANAGER

	DeMotte Town Manager, John Dyke presented the drainage board with a map prepared by Engineer, Randy Peterson, in regards to the floodplain within the Town of DeMotte.

	Dyke explained the Town of DeMotte has been made aware of new FEMA maps which  are being proposed and would place approximately two hundred properties, which are currently not within the floodplain, to be included in the floodplain if the  DeHaan Ditch #146 aka Tyler Ditch is not cleaned and four culverts replaced.  Dyke stated the Town of DeMotte had paid approximately $35,000.00 to have a study completed for the purpose of trying to prevent the addition of two hundred properties from being placed within the floodplain.

	Dyke inquired if the drainage board would consider expediting the cleaning of the DeHaan Ditch #146 and replace three culverts in order to prevent the addition of the two hundred properties from being placed in the floodplain as proposed by FEMA.  Dyke advised the drainage board they are in need of reporting back to FEMA during the month of April, 2013.

	Kendell Culp inquired if FEMA has agreed if the proposed culverts were replaced as described on the maps provided and the DeHaan Ditch #146 was cleaned, they would remove the majority of the properties from being placed in the floodplain.  Peterson responded that FEMA presented their plans to add approximately two hundred properties to the floodplain and it is up to the town to either confirm or fight it.  If you respond back by proving otherwise, the floodplain maps can be revised.  Peterson stated the plan is to present a plan to FEMA and postpone the publishing of the new floodplain maps until the process of culvert replacement and ditch cleaning can be completed.

	Randy Peterson, stated the Town of DeMotte has plans to complete some repair work on Division Road and would also replace the culvert during this process.  Peterson stated the Town of DeMotte would be providing all the engineering, surveying, and professional services to design all of the culverts which are in need of being replaced.  

	Peterson stated it is requested for Jasper County to provide the funding for three culverts; Eighth Street, Eighth Avenue, and Fifteenth Avenue.  Jasper County Engineer inquired if these three streets where the culverts are in need of being replaced are in the county’s inventory or the Town of DeMotte’s inventory.  Dyke responded all the culverts mentioned for this project are within the town of DeMotte’s inventory.

	Culp inquired what amount of time would the work need to be completed on the DeHaan Ditch #146 in order to satisfy FEMA.  Dyke stated he was unclear on the time in which the work would need to be completed in order to satisfy FEMA.  Peterson stated they were just looking for a commitment from Jasper County for the cleaning of the DeHaan Ditch #146 and culvert replacement in hopes that FEMA would delay the publication of the new floodplain maps.

	Richard Maxwell inquired how the funds would be repaid for the installment of culverts on the DeHaan Ditch #146.  James Walstra stated assessments would be collected starting the spring of 2013 and would total an amount of approximately $140,000 per year.  Vince Urbano reminded the drainage board that approximately $80,000 had already been spent for the survey on the DeHaan Ditch #146 watershed and would need to be repaid first and foremost.  Maxwell stated the remainder of what would need to be borrowed for the expediting of the cleaning and culvert placement on the DeHaan Ditch #146 could be borrowed from the General Ditch Improvement Fund and repaid as the collection of assessments allows.

	Urbano inquired if an estimate could be received to reduce the cost of the culverts compared to what the town of DeMotte has estimated the cost to be.  James Walstra stated he thought the drainage board should purchase the structures which are most economically cost effective and the best structure for the flow of water.

	Randy Peterson inquired when the DeHaan Ditch #146 cleaning project to be let.  Walstra replied he would like to see the DeHaan Ditch #146 cleaning project let in the fall of 2013 if funds are available.  Peterson stated he would notify FEMA the DeHaan Ditch #146 cleaning project should be completed within eighteen months.

	Kendell Culp inquired if the Town of DeMotte would have the engineering completed for the cleaning of the DeHaan Ditch #146 and culvert replacement to comply with FEMA requirements.  Randy Peterson replied the Town of DeMotte would pay for and have the engineering services completed for the cleaning of the DeHaan Ditch #146 and culvert replacement.

	Landowner, Bernard Seegers, stated he disagrees with what is being said about cleaning the ditches and relieving the water.  This is in regards to the hundred year flood elevations.  The Town of DeMotte should not have allowed building and the county should not have given permits for building.  Walstra responded all the recent subdivisions have retention ponds which means the flow of water is releasing out of the subdivisions at the same rate as it always has.  Seegers stated this subject is about the hundred year flood elevation, not about drainage.  Walstra stated if the plans are followed for cleaning the DeHaan Ditch #146 and the four culverts are replaced, FEMA can remove almost two hundred properties from the new floodplain maps.

	James Walstra made a motion to  commit to cleaning the DeHaan Ditch #146, replace the three culverts necessary, and determine the means of payment in order to facilitate the Town of DeMotte and the timeline in which FEMA will allow in order to prevent approximately two hundred properties from being added to the floodplain.  Kendell Culp seconded the motion.  Motion approved.

IN-HOUSE SPRAY MAINTENANCE PROGRAM 2013 – SURVEYOR’S REPORT
	VINCE URBANO – SURVEYOR

	The Surveyor presented the drainage board with a Surveyor’s Report for the In-House Spraying 2013 including twenty-nine (29) county regulated drains namely:  Wyncoop #167; Maxwell #7019; Marion-Bice; Francis Fleet Lakin (White Co.); Kirkpatrick #98; Hart Lateral; Boor #203; Conn Nagel #3-70; Folger; Claude May #137; Pleasant Hills; Carpenter Creek; Hunter; Gushwa; Kellner; Lateral #77; Wm Hoover #356; Lower Ryan (Pondweed); Paulus Arm #218; Orlando Lane #246; Smith Parker #559; Pullins #4189; Bartoo Schafer #3105; Borntrager #4239; Illiff Slough #12; Simonim #187; Stalbaum #12-68; Sager #193; and Norman #251.

	Urbano stated the contractor which did the spraying for 2012, Dalton’s Inc, is planning on spraying the Oliver Ditch #124 and Denton Ditch #235 again in 2013 due to a job which was not completed to the surveyor’s satisfaction in 2012.

	Kendell Culp stated according to past records the Schoolhouse Ditch is the responsibility of the city of Rensselaer under the supervision of the Jasper County Surveyor.  Culp stated the Schoolhouse Ditch is in need of being sprayed.  If it will be sprayed in-house, the City of Rensselaer needs to pay for the material.

	Kendell Culp made a motion to approve the Surveyor’s Report as presented for the In-House Spray Project 2013.  James Walstra seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

RINGEISEN LATERAL #3 TO DENTON #235 – SURVEYOR’S REPORT
	VINCE URBANO – SURVEYOR

	Vince Urbano, Jasper County Surveyor, presented the drainage board with a completed Surveyor’s Report for the Ringeisen Lateral #3 to Denton #235 for the purpose of reconstruction and maintenance.  A petition was filed on April 10, 2008.

	The Surveyor’s estimated cost of reconstruction for the Ringeisen Lateral #3 to Denton #235 is $41,849.55.  The cost to the landowners for the reconstruction of the Ringeisen Lateral #3 to Denton #235 will be $2.94 per acre with a minimum of $5.00.  The cost of periodically maintaining the Ringeisen Lateral #3 to Denton #235 will be $1.43 per acre with a $5.00 minimum.

	Urbano stated he would like to conduct a public hearing prior to an upcoming drainage board meeting on the Ringeisen Lateral #3 to Denton #235.

	Kendell Culp stated he is a landowner within the Ringeisen Lateral #3 to Denton #235 watershed and, therefore, has a conflict in regards to the Ringeisen Lateral #3 to Denton #235 and would need to be excluded from any decision making.

	James Walstra made a motion to accept the Surveyor’s Report for the reconstruction and maintenance of the Ringeisen Lateral #3 to Denton #235 as presented.  Richard Maxwell seconded the motion.  Motion approved.


JOHN JORDAN #238 A.K.A. LARGE LATERAL #2 TO DENTON #235 – SURVEYOR’S REPORT
	VINCE URBANO – SURVEYOR


	Vince Urbano, Jasper County Surveyor, presented the drainage board with a completed Surveyor’s Report for the John Jordan Ditch #238 a.k.a. Large Lateral #2 to Denton #235 for the purpose of reconstruction and maintenance.  A petition was filed on April 10, 2008.

	Urbano stated he would like to conduct a public hearing prior to an upcoming drainage board meeting on the John Jordan #238 a.k.a. Large Lateral #2 to Denton #235.

	The Surveyor’s estimated cost of reconstruction for the John Jordan #238 a.k.a. Large Lateral #2 to Denton #235 is $42,089.75.  The cost to the landowners for the reconstruction of the John Jordan Ditch #238 a.k.a. Large Lateral #2 to Denton #235 will be $2.08 per acre with a minimum of $5.00.  The cost of periodically maintaining the John Jordan Ditch #238 a.k.a. Large Lateral #2 to Denton #235 will be $.91 per acre with a $5.00 minimum.

	James Walstra made a motion to accept the Surveyor’s Report for the reconstruction and maintenance of the John Jordan Ditch #238 a.k.a. Large Lateral #2 to Denton #235 as presented.  Richard Maxwell seconded the motion.  Motion approved.

WM HOOVER DITCH #356 AND HENSLER LATERAL – CERTIFICATION
	VINCE URBANO – SURVEYOR

	Upon the recommendation of the Surveyor, James Walstra made a motion to approve the Certification to the Auditor for the reconstruction and maintenance of the Wm Hoover Ditch #356 and Hensler Lateral.  The four year collection total for the maintenance is $10,425.22.  Kendell Culp seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

WETHERILL TILE #110 – HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT	
	VINCE URBANO – SURVEYOR

	A brief discussion took place in regards to the Hold Harmless Agreement for the Wetherill Tile #110.  It was determined by the drainage board based on the advice from the Drainage Board Attorney, John Casey, that a Hold Harmless Agreement between the drainage board and Steve Hurley  discussed during the January 7, 2013 drainage board meeting is not necessary.  (See letter from John Casey dated January 31, 2013). 
	
ADJOURN

	James Walstra made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Kendell Culp seconded the motion.  Motion approved.



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     


