THE JASPER COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD MET ON MONDAY, MAY 6, 2013 AT 1:00 P.M. IN THE COMMISSIONERS ROOM, JASPER COUNTY COURTHOUSE, RENSSELAER, INDIANA WITH THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS PRESENT:   RICHARD MAXWELL (CHAIRMAN), JAMES WALSTRA (MEMBER), AND KENDELL CULP (MEMBER).  ALSO PRESENT WERE VINCE URBANO (SURVEYOR), JOHN CASEY (ATTORNEY), JACK HABERLIN (ENGINEER), AND RHONDA ELDRIDGE (SECRETARY). 
	
	Chairman, Richard Maxwell called the meeting to order.

APPROVAL OF THE APRIL 1, 2013 MEETING MINUTES

	Kendell Culp made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 1, 2013 drainage board meeting.  James Walstra seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

FARM CREDIT MID-AMERICA – DRAINAGE PLAN
	DREXEL INDUSTRIAL PARKWAY – CITY OF RENSSELAER
	TIMOTHY D. THOMAS, P.E. – MILESTONE DESIGN GROUP, INC.

	Timothy D. Thomas, P.E., Milestone Design Group, Inc. presented a drainage plan for the proposed construction of Farm Credit Services located in the Drexel Industrial Parkway located within the City of Rensselaer.

	Thomas stated the proposed Farm Credit Services Branch Office Building is located on Lots 3A and 4A in the Drexel Industrial Park on Drexel Parkway in the City of Rensselaer.  The proposed building site is a 1.87 acre parcel of property which is the proposed construction site of a building and an area for parking.  The drainage plan consists of a proposed detention basin in front of the Farm Credit Services Branch Office Building and is in compliance with the City of Rensselaer drainage specifications.  

	Thomas stated they have gone through review of the drainage plan and approval has been received from the City of Rensselaer.  Thomas stated they were unaware that approval was to be obtained from the County Drainage Board and apologized.

	Jasper County Engineer, Jack Haberlin stated he had reviewed the proposed drainage plan.  Haberlin stated with approval being already obtained by the City of Rensselaer, which have more strict guidelines for drainage, the drainage plan would meet the requirements of the Jasper County Drainage Board. 

	Kendell Culp stated he was under the assumption that the county drainage board was responsible for the drainage within the county including municipalities even though the municipalities could have stricter regulations, but the county was the approving body.  Culp stated the City of Rensselaer believe they are the approving body.  Culp inquired with the Jasper County Drainage Board Attorney, John Casey, within a municipality who is the approving body.  The Drainage Board Attorney responded (1) his interpretation of the law is that the county is in charge of all regulated drains whether it be in a municipality or anywhere within the county if it impacts a regulated drain then the county has authority.  (2) Within the county when a subdivision is not within a municipality’s zoning jurisdiction the county has authority.  Casey stated the two areas above are the times when the county has authority, any other time he does not believe the county has authority.

	Culp then stated his understanding of what Casey stated is that if the drainage outlets into a county regulated drain than the county drainage board has jusidiction.  Casey stated Culp is correct that if the drainage outlets into a county regulated drain directly in some way, than the county drainage board has jurisdiction regardless.

	Culp stated the proposed building site for Farm Credit Services is very low in elevation.  Thomas responded the plan is to bring in fill in order to increase the elevation.  Thomas stated the site behind the proposed building site drains onto their site and they have held the elevation that the existing drainage pattern so they would not be impacting their drainage in any way.

	Haberlin inquired what the elevation will be when completed as compared to the adjoining neighboring landowner, DeMotte State Bank.  Thomas replied the water surface of the proposed Farm Credit Services land is slightly below the adjoining neighboring landowner, DeMotte State Bank.

	Culp inquired if the drainage would drain under Drexel Parkway eventually ending up in the detention pond near Fountain Stone Theatre.  Thomas replied that is correct that the drainage would drain under Drexel Parkway eventually ending up in the detention pond near Fountain Stone Theatre.

	James Walstra made a motion to approve the drainage plan for the proposed Farm Credit Services Branch Office Building as presented.  Kendell Culp seconded the motion.  Motion approved.


MAXWELL DITCH #7619 – WATER LINE RELOCATION
	JERRY LOCKRIDGE, PROJECT COORDINATOR – CITY OF RENSSELAER

	The Jasper County Surveyor, Vince Urbano, stated he had been contacted by Jerry Lockridge, Project Coordinator for the City of Rensselaer in regards to a culvert replacement which will be taking place on State Highway 114 West in the City of Rensselaer over the Maxwell Ditch #7619 and the relocation of water and gas mains.

	Lockridge stated the plan is to relocate the water and gas mains to the North edge of the construction site.  He also stated the water and gas mains will be installed at least three foot below the bottom of the Maxwell Ditch #7619.  These lines will stay parallel with the construction site. 

	Lockridge stated they have received approval from the Department of Natural Resources on the project.

	Kendell Culp made a motion to approve the relocation of the water and gas mains as presented over the Maxwell Ditch #7619 on State Highway 114 West in the City of Rensselaer.  James Walstra seconded the motion.  Motion approved.

LONERGAN WATER SYSTEM – WATERSHED COMBINATION
	NEWTON TOWNSHIP
	VINCE URBANO – SURVEYOR

	Vince Urbano advised the drainage board that a petition had been filed with the Surveyor’s office on December 10, 2010 in regards to the establishment of a maintenance fund on the Long #9949, Baker #2841, Lateral #1 to Long #9949 county regulated tile.

	Urbano stated there is an existing maintenance fund being held on the Lonergan Ditch and the Lonergan Extension.  Urbano presented an arial map showing that the Long #9949, Banker #2841, Lateral #1 to Long #9949 county regulated tile and the Lonergan Ditch and Lonergan Extension are intermingled.

	The Surveyor inquired if the drainage board would want the tile system and the open drains placed as one maintenance fund or if a separate fund should be established for the Long #9949, Baker #2841, Lateral #1 to Long #9949 county regulated tile.

	Richard Maxwell recommended to establish an independent maintenance fund for the Long #9949, Baker #2841, Lateral #1 to Long #9949 county regulated tile.  Kendell Culp and James Walstra were in agreement.

DEHAAN DITCH #190 AND LATERALS – LOT COMBINING
	RHONDA ELDRIDGE – DRAINAGE BOARD SECRETARY

	Drainage Board Secretary, Rhonda Eldridge stated she had been informed by the Auditor’s office that since the DeHaan Ditch #190 and Laterals public hearing many landowners within the watershed have taken the necessary steps to combine adjoining lots in order to prevent from paying multiple individual lot fees of $24 each.  This is therefore making the incoming ditch assessment amount received less than what was anticipated to be collected.

	Vince Urbano stated he thought it was important to inform the drainage board this combining of lots was happening.

ILIFF SLOUGH – SPRAYING OF ALL COUNTY REGULATED DRAINS
	ROY JUNGELS – LANDOWNER

	Landowner, Roy Jungels stated he had called the Surveyor’s office and expected a call back from the Surveyor and never received one.  The Surveyor stated he did not receive a message stating he needed to call Mr. Jungels, but only to place him on the Drainage Board Agenda for the May meeting.  Therefore, Mr. Jungels was placed on the Agenda.  Urbano stated he had been notified of Jungels drainage issues from Drainage Board Member, Jim Walstra.

	Jungels stated he did not receive a notice on it other than the Surveyor’s office is going to spray the brush on the Iliff Slough.  Jungels stated there is no brush on the Iliff Slough ditch.  Urbano stated there is brush on the Iliff Slough in a few areas so therefore a courtesy letter to all landowners along the ditch to notify them of the spraying of brush and foliage in case there are areas which are in need of spraying.

	Jungels stated a portion of the Iliff Slough ditch has been cleaned using maintenance funds, but did not complete the cleaning of the entire drain.  Jungels stated Jim Derflinger (Jim Derflinger & Son) which cleaned the portion of the Iliff Slough, told him he did the cleaning at a discounted rate because there were not enough funds to do what needed to be done.  Urbano advised Jungels the amount paid to Derflinger for the cleaning of the Iliff Slough was the bid which Derflinger turned in along with other contractors that turned in bids.  Jim Derflinger stated he turned in a bid for the amount which was paid for the cleaning of the portion of the Iliff Slough.  Jungels stated the Iliff Slough looks bad and was never looked at prior to cleaning.  Urbano stated he had looked at the Iliff Slough prior to cleaning when he fixed a washout which Jungels had reported over a year ago.  Jungels stated there is a washout on the Iliff Slough currently.  Urbano stated Derflinger is in the process of getting out to repair the washout.  Jungels stated there is crop planted in the area of the washout.  Urbano stated state laws states there is a seventy-five foot right-of-way along any county regulated drain or tile in order to fix the washout on the Iliff Slough county regulated drain.  Jungels stated there are only trees on the Iliff Slough on the leg and not anywhere else on the ditch.

	Jungels inquired if Urbano gave Steve Teach the impression the Iliff Slough was going to be clean completely to the highway using maintenance money.  Urbano responded he absolutely did not tell Steve Teach the Iliff Slough was going to clean completely to the highway using maintenance money.  Urbano stated he told Steve Teach he would try to put a project together to take care of his drainage issue and it was brought to the drainage board for their approval.  Urbano stated he spoke with Teach recently and he seemed thrilled with what had been done on the Iliff Slough.

	Urbano advised Jungels to communicate a little better with the Surveyor and things could be done to help with his drainage issues.

	Jungels inquired if there are any standards or guidelines for the cleaning of ditches when there is a maintenance fund on it. Urbano stated there are standards and guidelines for the cleaning of ditches when there is a maintenance fund on it.

	Urbano stated there was approximately $6,000 in the maintenance fund of the Iliff Slough.  Urbano stated bid packets were mailed to a few local contractors and Derflinger was the low bidder and therefore received the job to clean to County Road 100 North due to the minimal amount of funds in the maintenance fund.  Urbano stated when the funds build again in the maintenance fund, as assessments are collected, and issues arise on the Iliff Slough the funds will be used to continue maintenance.

	Jungels inquired if the Oliver Ditch is going to be sprayed this year.  Maxwell responded the Oliver Ditch is suppose to be sprayed again this year.  Urbano stated a contractor sprayed the Oliver Ditch last year, but did not fulfill the requirements according to the Surveyor’s Report and therefore were not paid and asked to spray again this year.  The contractor is to come back this year to spray the Oliver Ditch.  Jungles stated you must spray a ditch in August if you want it to be effective.  Urbano and Maxwell stated all commercial spray contractors spray ditches prior to August, usually June or July.  Walstra stated he disagrees with Jungels statement of spraying in August.

	Jungels inquired why the Davis Ditch was sprayed last year when there is no maintenance fund established.  Urbano replied the Davis Ditch was paid out of the General Ditch Improvement Fund with the Surveyor’s office field crew office performing the work.

	Jungels inquired what the policy is for spraying a ditch, one side or both sides.  Urbano replied the agencies only allow the spraying of one side.  Jungles stated the trees were taken off both sides on the Oliver Ditch.  Urbano replied the Oliver Ditch was already in the process of being cleaned when the previous Surveyor resigned and Urbano was left to finish the job.

	Jungels stated he felt the county should give the landowner’s some money to maintain their own ditches.

	Jungels stated the only difference between the previous Jasper County Surveyor and the current Surveyor is the previous Surveyor did not do anything and the current Surveyor does everything illegally.

	Maxwell suggested a petition being carried in order to increase the funds on the Iliff Slough in order to be able to collect enough funds to take care of the ditch.  Jungels responded that sounds great to him.

	Jungels inquired if Urbano had done anything to fix the washout on the Iliff Slough last year.  Urbano responded he hired Elwyn W. Mattocks & Sons to repair the washout on the Iliff Slough last year.  Jungels inquired if Urbano addressed the cattle being in the ditch.  Urbano stated if Jungels would have communicated that with him it would have been addressed.

	Culp stated the Surveyor’s office received a complaint of Jungels filling in a private drain which is flooding out some of the neighboring property.  Jungels stated he had notified the landowner of the neighboring property and asked them to meet with him and they would not meet with him.  Jungels stated there is a tile in the ditch.

	Tom Meyer, tenant of the property which is being flooded due to the closing of the ditch, stated the landowner of the property, Keith Lakin, was contacted by Jungels three years prior and asked to pay $20,000 to install the entire tile.  Meyer stated Lakin was not going to pay Jungels $20,000 for the entire tile installation.  Meyer stated recently there has been an abundance of water which had never been on that property prior.  Meyer stated after viewing the flooding he called Jungels and inquired what had transpired.  Meyer stated Jungels informed him he had placed two eight inch tile; one for the Lakin Farm and one for himself.

	Meyer stated he had contacted the FSA office and they gave him the number for the Army Corp of Engineers in order to determine who was given permission to close the ditch.  Meyer stated Lakin had not given permission to close the open drain or to install the new tile.

	Meyer inquired to Jungels who gave permission him to close the open drain.  Jungels responded the FSA office gave him permission to close the open drain.  Meyer stated he had spoke with the FSA office and they do not give permission to closed any open drain and the Army Corp of Engineers are the agency which would give permission to close any open drain.  Jungels stated he has received approval from all of the agencies including the State of Indiana to close the open drain.

	Maxwell stated the issue of the open drain being closed is a private matter and does not pertain to the county drainage board.

DENTON DITCH – LOG JAM
	VINCE URBANO – SURVEYOR

	The Surveyor presented pictures of a log jam on the Denton Ditch which needs to be removed.  Vince Urbano stated there are no funds in the maintenance account and suggested using funds from the Denton Ditch maintenance fund which would put the account further in the red for the removal of the log jam.  

	Richard Maxwell stated the log jam needed to be removed so the Surveyor should proceed with the removal and use the Denton Ditch maintenance fund for the source of payment.

D.A.A.M / PVD INTEGRATION – PROGRESS
	KEN MINNETT – BUTLER, FAIRMAN AND SEUFERT

	Kendell Culp stated there has been an issue with the integration of the D.A.A.M drainage program and PVD.  Culp stated each party involved (BF & S and GUTS) both say they are completed with the project but the integration has not happened.

	Culp inquired with Ken Minnett, Butler, Fairman and Seufert whether he had spoke with Mike Mang from Butler, Fairman and Seufert.  Minnett stated he had spoke with Mike Mang and said GUTS will not return his calls and are very uncooperative.

	Drainage Board Secretary, Rhonda Eldridge stated BF & S has done their part and keeps being put off by GUTS for the integration.  

	Vince Urbano and Eldridge stated BF & S has been very cooperative through the entire process of the new D.A.A.M drainage program.

	Richard Maxwell stated this issue would need to be worked out between the parties involved but also make sure the I.T. department is involved.

	Kendell Culp inquired if Mike Mang has the converstations with GUTS documented.  Minnett replied Mike Mang has all the e-mails documented.  Culp asked Minnett to forward any information to him so he can contact GUTS to get this integration issue resolved. 
	
ADJOURN

	Kendell Culp made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  James Walstra seconded the motion.  Motion approved.


                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
