THE JASPER COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD MET ON MONDAY, AUGUST 5, 2013 AT 1:00 P.M. IN THE COMMISSIONERS ROOM, JASPER COUNTY COURTHOUSE, RENSSELAER, INDIANA WITH THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS PRESENT:   RICHARD MAXWELL (CHAIRMAN), JAMES WALSTRA (MEMBER), AND KENDELL CULP (MEMBER).  ALSO PRESENT WERE VINCE URBANO (SURVEYOR), JOHN CASEY (ATTORNEY), JACK HABERLIN (ENGINEER), AND RHONDA ELDRIDGE (SECRETARY). 
	
	Chairman, Richard Maxwell called the meeting to order.

APPROVAL OF THE JULY 1, 2013 MEETING MINUTES

	James Walstra made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 1, 2013 meeting.  Kendell Culp seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

BROWN TILE #9512 – PERMISSION TO CONSTRUCT OPEN DRAIN	
	STEVE HURLEY – LANDOWNER
	ERIC JOHNS – JOHNS TILING & EXCAVATING, INC.

	The Surveyor stated he had been contacted by Steve Hurley regarding the poor condition of the Brown Tile #9512 county regulated drain.  Vince Urbano stated the Brown Tile #9512 is old and not functioning.  Hurley has expressed a desire to replace the Brown Tile #9512 with an open drain due to it not functioning.

	Eric Johns, Johns Tiling & Excavating, Inc. presented the drainage board with an aerial photo and profile plans for the Brown Tile #9512.  Johns stated Hurley would like to replace the existing Brown Tile #9512 with an open drain starting at the Randle Lateral #13 to Ryan #104 county regulated drain.  In order to do this, it would entail having to cross Moody Road and installing a culvert under the road. Kendell Culp inquired if the Randle Lateral #13 to Ryan #104 outlets into the Lower Ryan.  Hurley and Johns both concurred that the Randle Lateral #13 to Ryan #104 outlets into the Lower Ryan.

	Kendell Culp inquired how far west the Brown Tile #9512 extends.  Hurley replied the Brown Tile #9512 extends to the west onto Moore Country Farms LLC property.  Culp inquired if Hurley has received permission from Moore Country Farms LLC to replace the Brown Tile #9512 with an open drain.  Hurley replied he has not spoken with the affected landowners to receive permission to replace the Brown Tile #9512 with an open drain.  Hurley stated it would improve the drainage for Moore Country Farms LLC.

	Drainage Board Secretary, Rhonda Eldridge, stated the Brown Tile #9512 has a petition filed for reconstruction and establish a maintenance fund.  This is currently on the list to be completed in the future.  Hurley stated he had generated the petition to reconstruct and establish a maintenance fund on the Brown Tile #9512 originally, but believes replacing the Brown Tile #9512 with an open drain would be a better alternative rather than reconstruction.

	Maxwell inquired how close to the existing Brown Tile #9512 county regulated drain is Hurley planning on constructing the open drain.  Hurley stated he is planning on following the same course as the existing Brown Tile #9512.

	Culp recommended following the same course and replacing the Brown Tile #9512 with an open drain and establishing a maintenance fund on the open drain when it is reached on the list of county regulated drains to be addressed.

	Eric Johns stated that Moody Road would need to be cut in order to install a culvert.  Johns stated currently during a large rain the water runs over Moody Road at this location due to a small culvert currently being in place.  Johns stated it would be in the favor or the drainage board to place a larger culvert under Moody Road.  Johns inquired if the County Highway Department would be able to help with the cost of the culvert to be placed at Moody Road.  Jack Haberlin responded if the installation of a larger culvert would eliminate water from running over the Moody Road, he felt the county highway department would be willing to donate a forty foot forty-eight inch culvert.

	Drainage Board Attorney, John Casey, stated in an emergency situation if the findings are that a county regulated drain is non-functional the cost could be recouped by way of assessments at a later date following a public hearing.

	Kendell Culp made a motion to allow Steve Hurley to construct an open drain in the place of the current Brown Tile #9512 county regulated drain and to cut into Moody Road in order to install a forty foot in length and forty-eight inch in diameter culvert which will be supplied by the Jasper County Highway Department.  James Walstra seconded the motion.  Motion approved.

AMSLER TILE #4673 REPAIR STATE HIGHWAY 14 UPDATE
	VINCE URBANO – SURVEYOR

	Vince Urbano stated Grube Construction, Inc. has been contacted in regards to the repair of the Amsler Tile #4673 county regulated drain along State Highway 14 near the Town of Parr.  

	James Walstra stated he had spoke with Grube Construction, Inc. recently and it would be approximately two weeks when they would be able to start the repair of the Amsler Tile #4673 along State Highway 14 near the Town of Parr.

SPRAY REPORT 2013 – UPDATE
	VINCE URBANO – SURVEYOR

	The Surveyor stated The Daltons, Inc. had done an incomplete job of killing brush during the season of 2012 on two county regulated drains; Oliver Ditch #124 and  Denton Ditch #235.  Urbano stated he did not release all of the funds until the spray project was completed correctly. The Daltons, Inc. had been contacted and had told the surveyor the Oliver Ditch #124 and Denton Ditch #235 would be the first to be sprayed during the spring of 2013, at which time the Surveyor would release the remaining funds.

	Urbano stated The Daltons, Inc. contacted the Surveyor’s office recently ready to spray the Oliver Ditch #124 and Denton Ditch #235.  Urbano informed The Daltons, Inc. they would not be able to do any spraying during this time of year due to the risk of damaging landowner’s crops along the ditch banks.  Urbano stated he had been informed previously by The Daltons, Inc. the spraying would be completed during the first part of May, 2013.

	Kendell Culp inquired when it would be appropriate to not release funds for the remainder of the services which have not completed.  Urbano stated he was not going to release the funds to pay The Daltons, Inc. due to the contract not being fulfilled.
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DEHAAN DITCH #190 AND LATERALS – UPDATE
	VINCE URBANO – SURVEYOR

	Vince Urbano stated the Surveyor’s office is getting prepared to clean the Lateral #3 to Denton #190 in the town of DeMotte.

	Urbano stated he had spoke with Jody Melton (Town of DeMotte official) who stated he had spoke with George Bowman, FEMA, and they are going to remove some of the properties from the flood zone that were originally slated to be within.  Officials told Melton to not replace any culverts within the Town of DeMotte prior to receiving a letter from FEMA stating such.  Urbano stated that officials told him that replacing the culverts and lowering the grade of the ditch would raise the elevation of the surrounding area by approximately a foot.

KANKAKEE RIVER SEA REVIEW – AUGUST 15, 2013
	VINCE URBANO – SURVEYOR

	Vince Urbano stated a SEA Review is set with the appropriate agencies in regards to the Kankakee River on August 15, 2013.  

	Urbano stated they will be proposing to establish a maintenance path starting at State Highway 231 going east and continuing as far as funds will allow.  

	Urbano stated he had spoke with Jody Melton, Kankakee River Basin Commission, and there will not be any action taking place with the homes built on the levee unless a waiver is signed in the case of damage any home or septic.

ZEIGLER TILE #212 – DAMAGE AND REPAIR
	VINCE URBANO – SURVEYOR

	The Surveyor advised the drainage board of damage which was done to the Zeigler Tile #212 county regulated drain by the City of Rensselaer during the installation of utilities for the newly constructed Tractor Supply store in the City of Rensselaer.  

	Vince Urbano stated the City of Rensselaer drilled through the Zeigler Tile #212 while boring under State Highway 114 for the installation utilities for the Tractor Supply store.  Urbano stated the City of Rensselaer and the Jasper County Surveyor’s office field crew patched the tile which was damaged during the installation of utilities for the Tractor Supply Store.

DENTON DITCH #235 – WASHOUT	

	Kendell Culp inquired if the Surveyor had addressed a washout which had developed on the Denton Ditch #235 county regulated drain near County Road 30 West in Milroy Township.

	The Surveyor replied Jim Derflinger & Son agreed to repair the washout which had developed on the Denton Ditch #235 near County Road 30 West in Marion Township.  Vince Urbano stated since Jim Derflinger agreed to repair the washout on the Denton Ditch #235 he has not been able to contact Jim Derflinger and he has not repaired the washout on the Denton Ditch #235 near County Road 30 West in Marion Township.  Therefore, Urbano has contacted Jim Mattocks with Elwyn W. Mattocks & Sons to repair the washout on the Denton Ditch #235 near County Road 30 West in Marion Township.

PONDWEED

	Richard Maxwell inquired if the Surveyor had been contacted by any landowners in regards to pondweed growing in county regulated drains.  

	Vince Urbano responded he had been contacted by Scott Green in regards to pondweed growing in a county regulated drain.  The Surveyor’s office field crew applied a granule pellet to rid of  the pondweed where Green had reported and it took care of it.  Maxwell stated Green is now concerned of it growing north of Highway 14.  Urbano stated he would be sure to treat the pondweed again next spring.

ADJOURN

	James Walstra made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Kendell Culp seconded the motion.  Motion approved.

 
