THE JASPER COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD MET ON MONDAY, MARCH 2, 2015 AT 1:00 P.M. IN THE COMMISSIONERS ROOM, JASPER COUNTY COURTHOUSE, RENSSELAER, INDIANA WITH THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS PRESENT:   RICHARD MAXWELL (CHAIRMAN), KENDELL CULP (MEMBER), AND JAMES WALSTRA (MEMBER).  ALSO PRESENT WERE VINCE URBANO (SURVEYOR), JOHN CASEY (ATTORNEY), JACK HABERLIN (ENGINEER), AND RHONDA ELDRIDGE (SECRETARY).

	Chairman, Richard Maxwell called the meeting to order.

APPROVAL OF THE FEBRUARY 9, 2015 MEETING MINUTES

	James Walstra made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 9, 2015 meeting.  Kendell Culp seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

RENSSELAER FIRE STATION – DRAINAGE PLAN
	MATT MAPLE, P.E. – HWC ENGINEERING

	Matt Maple, P.E., HWC Engineering, presented a drainage plan for the proposed Rensselaer Fire Station located at 1060 West Clark Street in the City of Rensselaer.

	Maple stated a large detention pond would be constructed at the rear of the property for two-fold purposes.  One purpose is to serve as a detention area and the other is to serve as a source of fill for the project in order to bring everything up to grade.

	Maple explained the Zeigler Tile #212 county regulated drain has been recently re-routed along the property.  The proposed detention pond would be connected to the Zeigler Tile #212 county regulated drain as an outlet.  There would be an outlet control structure which is controlled by a six inch orphis to throttle the flow back to .1 csf per acre.

	Maple stated the proposed Rensselaer Fire Station is positioned on a five acre parcel and they were able to idol the hundred year flow back to .444 cfs.  There is a proposed emergency overflow adjacent to the control structure which is approximately four feet higher than the normal pool.  This is also a little freeboard, but it is able to handle the required outflow the route for the emergency overflow would go directly into an inlet on a new structure on the Zeigler Tile #212 county regulated drain.

	Maple explained there is a low point on the property where the proposed detention pond would be constructed and is where all the surface water would flow.  Any time the proposed detention pond would over flow, it would travel into the existing Zeigler Tile #212 county regulated drain through the outlet control structure.  The new outlet is tied into the newly installed twenty-four inch Zeigler Tile #212.

	Richard Maxwell inquired if Jack Haberlin, Jasper County Engineer, had reviewed the drainage plans for the proposed Rensselaer Fire Department.  Haberlin stated he had not reviewed the drainage plans for the proposed Rensselaer Fire Department, but did not feel he would disagree with them as the City of Rensselaer has more strict regulations for drainage and they had already reviewed the drainage plans.

	Kendell Culp inquired the depth of the pool within the proposed detention pond.  Maple replied the depth of the pool within the proposed detention pond is approximately ten feet below the water level.

	Maple stated the proposed drainage plan allows for sheet draining into two swales which would be construction on the west and east side of the property through a couple twelve inch pipes which drain directly into the proposed detention pond.  All water is sheet drained away from the proposed Rensselaer Fire Station building.

	Maple explained there is also included on the drainage plan for the Rensselaer Fire Station an alternate pond expansion area.  This alternate is in case the budget for the firehouse comes in higher than expected, the proposed basement on the Rensselaer Fire Station will not be constructed which in turn would mean more fill from the proposed detention pond would be needed to fill that void.

	Maple stated there would be heavy duty asphalt around the perimeter of the proposed Rensselaer Fire Station and a couple concrete aprons near the building.

	Culp inquired if the proposed swales running along the east and west of the property would be mowed areas.  Maple replied the proposed swales running along the east and west of the property would be mowed grass areas.

	Maxwell stated the drainage board does not like to include swales with future drainage systems within the county.  James Walstra stated these swales are considered controlled swales which could be maintained.  Maple replied a swale provides more capacity as opposed to a pipe.

	Culp inquired if the easement for the Zeigler Tile #212 county regulated drain running in front of the proposed Rensselaer Fire Station had been changed.  The drainage plans show a seventy-five foot existing easement with a thirty foot proposed easement.  Maple replied that easement information is from the survey which was completed.  Culp inquired if that is beyond the ten foot utility easement.  Maple stated the easements overlap slightly.

	Culp inquired if the new re-routed Zeigler Tile #212 county regulated drain has been installed.  Vince Urbano stated the Zeigler Tile #212 county regulated drain has been recently installed.

	Maxwell inquired what utilities run along State Highway 114 on the south side near the proposed Rensselaer Fire Station.  Jerry Lockridge, City of Rensselaer, replied water and phone lines run along State Highway 114 on the south side near the proposed Rensselaer Fire Station.  Maxwell inquired if the sewer line runs on the south side of State Highway 114.  Lockridge replied the sewer line runs of the south side of State Highway 114.  Culp inquired who is encroaching in regards to the easements.  Kenny Hahn, City of Rensselaer, stated there is a ten foot utility easement.  Jack Haberlin stated possibly the easements simply overlap.

	Maxwell inquired if the proposed detention pond overflows where will the water travel to.  Maple replied if the proposed detention pond overflow, the water will travel over land into a catch basin then flow into the twenty-four inch Zeigler Tile #212 county regulated drain.  Maxwell inquired if the tile is full where does the water flow to.

	Culp inquired if water would be detained in the detention pond for an extended period of time.  Maple replied water would be detained in the detention pond for a period of approximately twenty-four hours.  Maple stated the detention pond would always have some water, due to it being a wet pond.

	Maxwell inquired how far from the six inch tile located in the detention pond to the bottom of the pond.  Maple replied the pond at its normal pool is ten foot deep.  Maple stated above the six inch tile there is an additional five feet of storage.  Maple stated there is a safety ledge within the pond which is approximately eighteen inches deep.

	Culp inquired how far from State Highway 114 does the swale run.  Maple replied the swale runs approximately two hundred fifty feet from State Highway 114.  Maple stated there is a twelve inch pipe installed from the swale to the detention pond.

	Culp stated his concern is the outflow because when it is full, the water will end up on neighboring property.  Maple replied the proposed detention pond does support plenty of capacity.  The detention pond is overdesigned from the general standards of the hundred year flood.

	Maxwell inquired if the Zeigler Tile #212 county regulated drain is in good shape flowing in the northerly direction to the Maxwell Ditch.  Lockridge stated the Zeigler Tile #212 county regulated drain is in good shape flowing in the northerly direction to the Maxwell Ditch.

	John Casey, Attorney, stated the drainage board is approving a drainage plan, taking land that is not improved and trying to improve it.  Typically, what the drainage board is trying to do, is handle the drainage created by the improvement.  That does not mean that the drainage board can create new drainage plans for the ground if it is not going to be improved.  In other words, if the water is going to do whatever it is going to do without the proposed building, as long as the drainage plan does not impair that, is the only thing you can do.

	Hahn stated the asphalt on the north side of the building is an alternate and there is a possibility could be gravel. The detention pond exceeds the specifications.

	Maxwell stated an option would be to make the detention pond larger for greater capacity.  Maple stated the proposed detention pond is over already over designed without it being made larger.  

	Culp stated the emergency spillway is the issue.  Lockridge replied there are emergency spillways designed on every retention basin in the City of Rensselaer.

	Lockridge inquired if there is two feet of freeboard all around the proposed detention pond.  Maple replied there is two feet of freeboard all around the proposed detention pond.

	Culp inquired if there is a thirty foot easement on the Zeigler Tile #212 county regulated drain that runs along the proposed Rensselaer Fire Station.  The drainage plan states “proposed” thirty foot easement.  Maple replied the drainage plans were developed by a survey taken approximately a year ago by Jasper County Land Surveying Services, Inc.  Hahn stated when speaking with Mike Kingman he told him to pick up the same easement that Dollar General has in regards to the Zeigler Tile #212 and continue it through the property of the Rensselaer Fire Station.

	Culp inquired if another utility wanted to access the easement what protocol is, the city has an easement, the county has an easement, state highway has an easement, are all the entities contacted to receive approval to place something else in the easement.  Casey responded an easement is not ownership.  In the State of Indiana certain utilities have the right to utilize roadway easements.  So basically, any utility can go in and exercise the rights within that easement as long as it is not disturbing another easement.  

	Culp inquired with the drainage board attorney that Dollar General has a thirty foot utility easement is that granted to anyone in particular or is it an easement for anyone to use.  Casey replied when something is developed and they are taking it in for approval in front of the Planning Commission once they record the plat then those easements become dedicated for public purpose.  So if two years from now there is new technology those utilities are able to use those platted and been recorded as part of that plat.  Culp inquired who they would get permission to do that from.  Casey responded then it’s the regulated body.  By law, certain utilities can use it.  A utility easement involves a public purpose.

	Culp stated on the proposed drainage plan is a thirty foot drainage easement of which ten foot is a utility easement.  Maple concurred.  Culp inquired why the newly relocated Zeigler Tile #212 was not installed to allow for a full thirty foot right-of-way as opposed to sharing with the ten foot utility easement.  Lockridge replied that question cannot be answered.  Hahn stated thirty foot was established due to the fact it is what is required within the city for all their utility easements.

	James Walstra made a motion to approve the drainage plan as presented for the proposed Rensselaer Fire Station located at 1060 West Clark Street in the City of Rensselaer.  Kendell Culp seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

HOOSIER LIFT STATION – WHITE COUNTY – CHARLES MAY DITCH
	HWC ENGINEERING
BRIAN STEPHENS-HOTOPP, P.E., C.F.M.  – SENIOR PROJECT MANAGER

Brian Stephens-Hotopp, P.E., C.F.M., Senior Project Manager, HWC Engineering presented a plan which involves a pre-existing permit for a series of ponds that are in White County and are located at a railroad yard.  There is a discharge pipe which outlets into the Charles May Ditch county regulated drain which is located in Jasper County. At the time of the pre-existing permit, the release rate was approved at 1.8 c.f.s. and one of the stipulations for the permit was every time the pump was turned on it was understood that a commissioner was called.  This commissioner is no longer in existence.  The lift station is currently not in operation and has not been for several years.  Richard Maxwell stated it has been pumping water.  Stephens-Hotopp replied there has been a rental portable unit pumping recently.  There are three ponds which are interconnected with pipes. Currently it is only draining one pond and is not draining the remaining two.  There is a buried pipe which is suppose to go into the lift station wet well and it is not getting touched when they are trying to drain the ponds.  The railroad has not been doing a good job of maintaining this system and it has fallen to disrepair.  The county is receiving complaints that the ponds are overflowing and flooding surrounding properties.  This system needs to be improved.  The lift station needs to get up and running, and also try to move away from the phone call approach and provide an automated system that is still taking in account flood concerns for the Town of Remington.  

It is proposed to revise the pond grading to improve the embankments and increase the storage of the ponds, dredge the ponds, and interconnect the ponds at a lower elevation so they all drain properly. The lift station will be upgraded to a duplex pump system working with mostly the Town of Wolcott as far as maintaining them.  The county is setting up a maintenance and operations agreement with the railroad. They are working with the town as far as the settings of the sensor.  A sensor would be installed at the bridge of Carpenter Creek which is a little upstream of where the Charles May Ditch outflows into Carpenter Creek making sure it is not discharging into the ditch during periods of flooding going on in Carpenter Creek.

The ponds are currently interconnected with twenty-four inch culverts.  The proposed plans involve at the far eastern end of the ponds removing the berms which are in-between the ponds to provide drainage without the pipes being the constraining factors and also increasing the top of the ponds for the purpose of gaining additional storage.  The previous plans involved about 8 million gallons of volume and now it is being proposed to show an increase of up to 11.5 million gallons.  In the event that overflow does occur, it will continue to overtop on the eastern most pond and go into an adjacent farm field which is a low point.  There is no other option as far as conveying the overflow.  This overflow currently happens on average approximately one or more times per year, but the hopes are to design this closer to a twenty-five  year storm event so between getting the discharge back online and increasing the volume will prevent this from happening every year and in the hopes that it only happens on a ten to twenty-five year event.

Currently there are two structures. Demolition is planned and they will retrofit one of the two structures to be the wet well.

The request is an amendment to the existing permit that acknowledges they are trying to put an automated system in place instead of calling an individual and also requesting that the release rate be increased if possible.  The request is for the 3.6 c.f.s. rather than 1.8 c.f.s.  There are concerns of flooding, so the suggestion of a good compromise would be to approve the 1.8 c.f.s. and if all level monitoring, installation, and construction go well and the operation is going well, they would work with the town and county to try to increase the numbers in the future as long as the increase of capacity is not detrimentally impacting the Town of Remington downstream.

Richard Maxwell stated he attended the Town of Remington board meeting. He spoke with the council and their main concern is they no longer want flooding.  They are not in favor of starting to pump again.  Maxwell stated the city council members, surveyor, and himself would like to be involved in the setting of the depth of the unit.  Maxwell stated he thinks the request should be for 1.8 c.f.s. to see how it works initially prior to increasing the capacity.  Stephens-Hotopp concurred. 

Stephens-Hotopp stated they are working with Banning Engineering for a master drainage plan for White County.  The goal for a few years from now is that all this drainage is flowing back to the Stoller Ditch traveling to the east therefore staying within White County.  They did some stream analysis of the water that is flowing to the Charles May Ditch and Carpenter Creek  This is a very small percentage of what is flowing there.  This is contributing a very small amount to what is flooding.

Richard Maxwell inquired if there would be any work done to the Charles May Ditch for this project.  Stephens-Hotopp stated the plans involve providing some erosion control at the outlet, but otherwise there is no plan to dredge or a channel project.  Vince Urbano stated the outlet to the Charles May Ditch is in poor condition.  

Kendell Culp inquired what the timetable is to take it east.  Maxwell replied according to the White County commissioners, it will be a while before this project takes place, probably not in the next ten years.

Kendell Culp stated he would like to see the Charles May Ditch cleaned all the way to the outlet.

Kendell Culp made a motion to approve the plan presented for the White County Hoosier Lift Station with the stipulation that the Charles May Ditch be cleaned from the beginning to the outlet and also Jasper County be notified prior to anyone else hooking into the system in the future.  James Walstra seconded the motion.  Motion approved.

MAX L FARMS, LLC – REVISED DRAINAGE PLAN
	CR 170 WEST – BARKLEY TOWNSHIP

	The Surveyor presented a revised drainage plan for the Max L Farms, LLC located in Barkley Township.  The original drainage plan was presented during the February 9, 2015 drainage board meeting.  At the February 9, 2015 drainage board meeting Kendell Culp made a motion to approve the drainage plan for the proposed Max L Farms, LLC as presented with the modification that a 1-1/2 to 2 foot berm be construction on the side and also a swale with a 5: 1slope to hold water on site.  

2015 IN-HOUSE MAINTENANCE SPRAY PROGRAM
	VINCE URBANO – SURVEYOR

	The Surveyor presented the drainage board with a Surveyor’s Report for the 2015 In-House Maintenance Spray Program including thirty-one (31) county regulated drains namely:  Wyncoop #167; Joseph Nagel #155; Lawton #166 & Lateral #1 to Lawton; Francis Fleet Lakin #230; Lateral #1 to DeHaan #190; Mary Dunn #257; Ham Lateral #2 to Francis Fleet Lakin #230; Reed #3605 & Lateral; Wm Folger #2940; Claude May #137; Pleasant Hills; Carpenter Creek; Lakin #205; Kellner #222; Lateral #77; Paulus Arm #218; Wm Hoover #356; Orlando Lane #246; Smith Parker #559; Pullins #4189; Bartoo Schafer #3105; Borntrager #4239; Illiff Slough #12; Callahan #4241; Oliver #124; Curtis Creek; Norman #251; Denton #235; John Jordan #238; Ringeisen Lateral #3 to Denton #235; and Kankakee River.

	Vince Urbano stated there are approximately 132.38 miles of county regulated drains to be sprayed during the 2015 season.  The estimated Surveyor’s total cost is $11,612.25.

	Kendell Culp made a motion to approve the Surveyor’s Report as presented for the In-House Maintenance Spray Program 2015.  James Walstra seconded the motion.  Motion approved.

DEHAAN – DISCUSSION REGARDING SURVEY REPAYMENT 
	VINCE URBANO – SURVEYOR

	Vince Urbano advised the drainage board of an email from the Newton County Surveyor requesting a payment from the DeHaan maintenance fund for the previous survey completed in Newton County on the DeHaan Ditch.      

	Urbano stated the DeHaan Ditch currently has a negative balance and therefore is not able to refund any funds from the maintenance fund.  

	The Surveyor stated his understanding was that each county was to pay for their own individual survey.  However, Newton County presented a copy of meeting minutes dated November 13, 2013 stating that Richard Maxwell made a motion to repay the surveying costs to both counties using the DeHaan fund at a rate of 25% per year for the next four years beginning in 2014.  Kendell seconded the motion and the motion carried.

	Kendell Culp stated he understood that the maintenance fund was going to reimburse both counties for their surveying costs after the fact.

	Culp stated the cost of surveying to both counties could be refunded when the maintenance fund has funds available for repayment.

ADJOURN

	Kendell Culp made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  James Walstra seconded the motion.  Motion approved.



