THE JASPER COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD MET ON MONDAY, APRIL 6, 2015 AT 1:00 P.M. IN THE COMMISSIONERS ROOM, JASPER COUNTY COURTHOUSE, RENSSELAER, INDIANA WITH THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS PRESENT:   RICHARD MAXWELL (CHAIRMAN), KENDELL CULP (MEMBER), AND JAMES WALSTRA (MEMBER).  ALSO PRESENT WERE VINCE URBANO (SURVEYOR), JOHN CASEY (ATTORNEY), JACK HABERLIN (ENGINEER), AND RHONDA ELDRIDGE (SECRETARY).

	Chairman, Richard Maxwell called the meeting to order.

APPROVAL OF THE MARCH 2, 2015 MEETING MINUTES

	James Walstra made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 2, 2015 meeting.  Kendell Culp seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

ILIFF SLOUGH – CLEANING AND MAINTENANCE FUND INCREASE
	STEVE TEACH AND TOM KORNIAK – LANDOWNERS

	Vince Urbano, Surveyor, stated he had been contacted by landowners within the Iliff Slough county regulated drain watershed.  These landowners are interested in having the Iliff Slough cleaned using a portion of the established maintenance fund and the remaining cost being paid out-of-pocket by some landowners.

	Richard Maxwell inquired the amount which is in the maintenance fund currently for the Iliff Slough.  The Surveyor responded there is a little over $2,000.00 in the maintenance fund currently for the Iliff Slough.  Urbano stated he had offered to contribute $2,000.00 towards the cleaning of the Iliff Slough, leaving a small amount in the maintenance fund for any type of emergency which may arise.

	Maxwell inquired the cost of the project for cleaning the Iliff Slough.  Urbano presented an estimate from Gutwein Bulldozing & Excavating dated March 20, 2015 to clean the Iliff Slough ditch from County Road 100 East westward to its end at State Road 14 & State Road 49 in the amount of $5,700.00.

	Landowner, Tom Korniak, inquired if they delayed the cleaning of the Iliff Slough until the fall of 2015 if there would be any additional funds in the maintenance fund.  The Surveyor stated to his knowledge he believes the Iliff Slough is going to continue collecting assessment funds for the year of 2015, and therefore should have additional funds available in the upcoming fall.  Korniak inquired if the maintenance fund does accumulate additional funds for 2015, would those additional funds be available for the cleaning of the Iliff Slough during the fall of 2015.  The Surveyor stated if additional funds accumulate during 2015, those funds would be available for the cleaning of the Iliff Slough during the fall of 2015.

	Urbano explained a few years prior a portion of the Iliff Slough was cleaned by Jim Derflinger and Son.  The proposed cleaning from County Road 100 East to its end at State Road 14 & State Road 49 would complete the cleaning of the Iliff Slough county regulated drain in its entirety.  

Maxwell inquired how long the stretch of ditch between County Road 100 East to State Road 14 & State Road 49 is.  Steve Teach stated he believes the distance of the Iliff Slough from County Road 100 East to State Road 14 & State Road 49 is approximately a mile and a half and does not consist of any trees.
Maxwell and Culp stated the estimate received from Gutwein Bulldozing & Excavating for the cleaning of the Iliff Slough from County Road 100 East westward to its end at State Road 14 & State Road 49 dated March 20, 2015 seems to be too costly for the distance and with no trees to be removed.

Maxwell stated he believes additional estimates should be received for the cleaning of the Iliff Slough from County Road 100 East westward to its end at State Road 14 & State Road 49.

Teach stated Steve Clapp, Roy Jungels, Tom Korniak, Steve Teach’s mother, and himself are all in favor of cleaning the Iliff Slough and have agreed to proceed with it. With it being so late in the year, Roy Jungels has stated due to most of the spoils being placed on his property, he would prefer the cleaning take place in the upcoming fall rather than prior to planting season.

Teach stated he would receive a couple more estimates for cleaning the Iliff Slough from County Road 100 East westward to it end at State Road 14 & State Road 49 and then get in touch with the Surveyor.

MAX L FARMS, LLC – REVISED DRAINAGE PLAN
	CR 170 WEST – BARKLEY TOWNSHIP

	The Surveyor presented a revised drainage plan for the Max L Farms, LLC located in Barkley Township to be signed by each member of the drainage board.  The original drainage plan was presented during the February 9, 2015 drainage board meeting.  At the February 9, 2015 drainage board meeting Kendell Culp made a motion to approve the drainage plan for the proposed Max L Farms, LLC as presented with the modification that a 1-1/2 to 2 foot berm be construction on the side and also a swale with a 5: 1slope to hold water on site.  

CARPENTER CREEK – PRIVATE DRAIN
	RODNEY PITSTICK – LANDOWNER

	Vince Urbano stated Landowner, Rodney Pitstick, had contacted the Surveyors office in regards to a piece of property he had acquired recently.  Urbano stated Pitstick advised him this newly acquired property is receiving a lot of overflow from neighboring properties.  Pitstick would like to direct this overflow into Carpenter Creek.

	Pitstick stated there is a drainage pipe on his property which was installed several years ago by Norm Culp.  Pitstick stated he went to a Remington Town Board meeting and it does not appear the Town of Remington wants anything to do with it; saying it is a private matter.

	Pitstick stated the drainage pipe is draining his neighbor, Rolyce Scheitlin’s basement and possibly more, but no one seems to know all that it is draining. Pitstick stated he had discussed it with Scheitlin and since the Town of Remington does not want to do anything, he has agreed to allow the installation of a tile for approximately two hundred feet and at the location of the pipe place a catch basin.  Pitstick stated Arni Gilbert stated it could be done for approximately $1,000.00.  Pitstick stated Scheitlin indicated he would pay to have this done.

	Kendell Culp inquired where this pipe is located.  Pitstick stated the pipe is located on his west property line and therefore is draining into his property.

	Urbano stated when Pitstick originally called the Surveyor’s office, he had indicated the water has an odor of fuel to it.  Richard Maxwell stated prior to the drainage board giving permission to drain into Carpenter Creek if the water has an odor, it should be tested for contamination.

	Maxwell advised Pitstick to have the water tested for contaminants.  If the water tests prove the water is contaminated, it then becomes a Town of Remington issue and should be cleaned up.

	Pitstick inquired if the water tested comes back non-contaminated, would it be possible to run a pipe to Carpenter Creek.  Maxwell stated if the water tests come back as non-contaminated, there would be no reason a pipe could not be ran to Carpenter Creek as long as the water was being ran underground.  Pitstick stated Arni Gilbert’s suggestion was to not use a catch basin, but rather just run a tile.

	Vince Urbano advised Pitstick to contact the Surveyor’s office after the findings of the water tests.

BOS DAIRY SITE #4 ADDITION – DRAINAGE PLAN
	ATTORNEY DON SHELDON

	Attorney, Don Shelmon presented a drainage plan for an addition to the BOS Diary Site #4 including a proposed robot facility as well as a retention pond.

	Shelmon explained the proposed addition to the BOS Dairy Site #4 would consist of a new building for a robotic dairy which uses lasers to milk the cows, therefore, eliminating the use of humans.  There is a proposed retention basin just to the west of the proposed robotic dairy building.  

	Richard Maxwell inquired if Jack Haberlin and Vince Urbano thought the proposed drainage plan for the addition to the BOS Dairy Site #4 met with the drainage specifications of the county.  Haberlin and Urbano agreed the proposed drainage plan for the addition to the BOS Dairy Site #4 met with the drainage specification of the county.

	James Walstra made a motion to approve the drainage plan as present for an addition to the BOS Dairy Site #4.  Kendell Culp seconded the motion.  Motion approved.

KETCHMARK DITCH #3585 – RECONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE
	HANS MARKLAND – LANDOWNER

	Landowner, Han Markland stated he is having problems with the county regulated drain known as the Ketchmark Ditch #3585 in Walker Township.  There has been a multitude of problems with the drain in the last thirty-five years.  Markland is requesting a reconstruction and establishment of a maintenance fund on the Ketchmark Ditch #3585.

	Richard Maxwell stated the issue with the Ketchmark Ditch #3585 has been discussed in the past.  Maxwell stated a petition would need to be signed by affected landowners within the Ketchmark Ditch #3585.  Markland replied he is requesting the same procedure for the initiation of the reconstruction as the Oliver Ditch, in which it was deemed necessary by the drainage board.  Maxwell stated the Ketchmark Ditch #3585 is not a major drain and therefore would not be deemed necessary for reconstruction by the drainage board.

	Markland stated the Ketchmark #3585 has had problems and has been blocked up several times the past summer and ruined a lot of his crops.  Maxwell replied Markland needs to get the signatures of landowner’s within the Ketchmark Ditch #3585 watershed on a petition.  Markland stated the landowner’s will not sign a petition.  Markland stated the landowers think it is a big joke to flood out the neighbors.

	Maxwell stated in order to file a petition, not ALL landowner’s within a watershed need to sign a petition.  Markland inquired how many landowners within a watershed need to sign a petition.  Urbano replied fifty-one percent of the affected landowners need to sign a petition.  Markland inquired if fifty-one percent is the requirement by the Indiana Drainage Code.  Urbano replied Indiana Drainage Code states in order to file a petition, ten percent of the affected landowner’s are required.  Urbano stated the Surveyor’s office has a policy of fifty-one percent of the affected landowners sign a petition to be assured the majority are in favor of it and also tax payers money is not being wasted if the majority is not in favor.

	Markland requested a copy of the Indiana Drainage Code in reference of the percentage of landowner’s in order to file a petition for reconstruction. 

	Markland inquired how many times in the past summer did the Surveyor’s office go unplug the Ketchmark Ditch #3585.  Urbano stated the reason the Ketchmark Ditch #3585 was backed up in the past summer was due to beaver dams and the Surveyor’s office trapped the beavers and removed the dams every time a call was received.

	Markland inquired how did the beavers dam up the Ketchmark Ditch #3585.  Urbano replied the beavers constructed dams out of corn stalks and debris.  Markland stated there is a lot of brush which needs to be cleaned out of the drain.

	Urbano stated he is not disagreeing with Markland, the Ketchmark Ditch #3585 needs to be reconstructed, but there are not any funds available until a petition is filed and assessments are collected.

	Markland stated the brush and trees on the Ketchmark Ditch #3585 could be removed. 

	Markland requested a petition for the Ketchmark Ditch #3585 and a copy of the Indiana Drainage Code in reference to the percentage of landowners in order to file a petition for reconstruction.

	Markland inquired if it is only major drains that can be deemed necessary for reconstruction by the drainage board.  Maxwell stated only major drains can be deemed necessary for reconstruction by the drainage board.  The past drains which were deemed necessary for reconstruction was done so by past members of the drainage board, not the current drainage board members.  Hans inquired the names of the drainage board members during the time the Oliver Ditch was deemed in need of reconstruction by the drainage board.  Maxwell responded Gary Green and Willis Pettit were members of the drainage board during the time the Oliver Ditch was deemed in need of construction by the board members.

ADJOURN

	James Walstra made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Kendell Culp seconded the motion.  Motion approved.



