THE JASPER COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD MET ON MONDAY, JUNE 1, 2015 AT 1:00 P.M. IN THE COMMISSIONERS ROOM, JASPER COUNTY COURTHOUSE, RENSSELAER, INDIANA WITH THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS PRESENT:   RICHARD MAXWELL (CHAIRMAN), KENDELL CULP (MEMBER), AND JAMES WALSTRA (MEMBER).  ALSO PRESENT WERE VINCE URBANO (SURVEYOR), JOHN CASEY (ATTORNEY), JACK HABERLIN (ENGINEER), AND RHONDA ELDRIDGE (SECRETARY).

Chairman, Richard Maxwell called the meeting to order.

APPROVAL OF THE APRIL 6, 2015 MEETING MINUTES

	James Walstra made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 6, 2015 meeting.  Kendell Culp seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

NIPSCO – REPAIR WORK SCHAHFER STATION INTAKE SETTLING BASIN
	DAVIS DITCH
	SEAN B. FOX – NATURAL RESOURCE PERMITTING COORIDNATOR III

Sean B. Fox, Natural Resource Permitting Coordinator III with Northern Indiana Public Service Company presented a site plan which is related to critical repairs for seepage areas near the Schahfer Station intake settling basin.  The northwest repair area is within the RE Davis Ditch #111 regulated drain area right-of-way.  Therefore, they are coming before the drainage board for approval.

Richard Maxwell inquired what work would take place within the RE Davis Ditch #111 right-of-way during this project.  Fox responded the work which would take place would be clearing, grubbing, and stripping topsoil as shown on the drawing.  Also excavation, re-grading, as well as placing geo textiling, placing crushed stone, compacting topsoil, and re-vegetating the area.  There would be a silt fence placed to minimize disturbance in that area.

This repair work would be on the south side of the gravel roadway and the RE Davis Ditch #111 is on the north side of the gravel roadway.

Kendell Culp inquired the distance of the repair work from the RE Davis Ditch #111.  Fox responded the repair work would be completed approximately fifty to sixty feet between the limit of disturbance and the RE Davis Ditch #111 which is just within the seventy-five foot right-of-way.  Maxwell inquired if there will be any additions and just repair work being completed.  Fox responded there would not be any additions and it is just repair work being completed.  Culp inquired if anything was being enlarged or any dirt was being excavated.  Fox replied there would be excavation and would be building it up a bit, which there are already some steep banks in this location.

Maxwell inquired if there would be any deletion of the right-of-way.  Fox replied there would not be any deletion of the right-of-way.

Jack Haberlin stated there are natural erosion problems and this work would be done to repair any erosion and prevent the dyke from breaking, therefore, just reinforcing the banks.  Fox stated this is a correct statement and during inspection with the Indiana DNR in 2012 and 2014, it was identified there is a need for critical repair.

Kendell Culp made a motion to approve the site plan as presented which is related to critical repairs for seepage areas near the Schahfer Station intake settling basin.  James Walstra seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

TOWN OF REMINGTON – WATER TREATMENT PLANT
	RYAN SIDLER , P.E. - WESSLER ENGINEERING 

	Ryan Sidler, PE., Wessler Engineering, stated they are currently working with the Town of Remington to design a new water treatment plant within the town  limits west of Maine Street and south of Harrison Street in an existing farm field.  Sidler presented a preliminary design based on the drainage specifications to seek pre-approval.

	Sidler stated the current proposed plan is to replace the farm field with grass outside of all the impervious areas.  The proposed plan is to install an eight inch deep v-ditch with a flat bottom and an under drain.  The purpose is to retain the water on site and then drain out to a town storm sewer located on Blaine Street .  

	Sidler stated no elevation information has been received on the storm sewer currently.  The town of Remington is working on retrieving the information regarding the elevation of the storm sewer.  

	Sidler stated by installing the ditch with the under drain on the property compared to current existing conditions, there will be a reduction in the discharge rate and limiting the discharge through the eight inch pipe to .5 cfs which will hold the water for a longer period of time than currently.   Eventually, the flow of water would drain into Carpenter Creek.

	Maxwell inquired the anticipated depth of the proposed under drain in the ditch.  Sidler responded the under drain and depth of it have not been designed currently.  Sidler stated he is not sure what would be typical for the depth of the under drain.  Sidler stated there would be a layer of top soil with a gravel envelope around the under drain with a geo textile fabric to filter the water through.  Maxwell stated there is a need to know the depth of the topsoil over the under drain, due to the more topsoil over the under drain the slower the release of the flow.

	Maxwell inquired the width of the v-ditch.  Sidler stated the width of the v-ditch is at a 6:1 slope, so on the north and east sides of the ditch the width is eight feet from the bottom and on the south and west sides of the ditch the depth is four feet from the bottom from the centerline of the ditch.

	Sidler stated the v-ditch will be used to retain the runoff from the site and then slowly discharge rather than overland flow or pipe flow through.  Kendell Culp inquired of the capacity of the ditch.  Sidler responded the volume is approximately 12,900 gallons of storage in the v-ditch.  Sidler stated the flow of water will leave the v-ditch by way of a twelve inch pipe which already exists.  The pipe from the v-ditch to the first manhole is an eight inch on Maine Street and the proposed plan is to install a twelve inch storm sewer to connect to the existing twelve inch storm sewer on Maine Street and Blaine Street.

	Culp inquired if the v-ditch would be seeded and mowed.  Sidler responded the v-ditch will be seeded and mowed.

Sidler stated from what is known regarding the existing storm sewer, it is believed to be twelve inches in diameter pvc pipe.

Maxwell stated final approval could not be granted until the depth of the under drain is known.  Sidler stated typically an under drain is placed at eighteen inches below the surface, but can vary.

Maxwell stated he saw no reason this plan could not proceed, but for final approval a minimum of eighteen to twenty-four inches of topsoil should be placed over the under drain.

RICH TILE #9531 COUNTY REGULATED DRAIN – PETITION STATUS
	GERALD TORBET

Gerald Torbet inquired with the drainage board the current status of a petition he filed in the Surveyor’s office on February 28, 2011 regarding the Rich Tile #9531 for reconstruction and establishment of a maintenance fund.

Vince Urbano stated the Surveyor’s office has inquired to the appropriate agencies for permitting in regards to the reconstruction of the Rich Tile #9531.  This reconstruction has become very complicated to receive the proper permits due to the wetlands involved with the Rich Tile #9531 on the south side of County Road 170 North all the way to the Oliver Ditch #124.

Urbano stated the profile is complete on the Rich Tile #9531 along with all footwork to hold an SEA Review onsite to receive the proper permits from the agencies for the reconstruction.  Urbano stated it was explained these wetlands were farmed in the past, prior to the Rich Tile #9531 becoming deteriorated and unoperational.  The agencies explained if the Rich Tile #9531 was reconstructed and the wetland removed, there would have to be the same acres of land mitigated as wetlands in another area within the county, which is not an option.

Torbet stated the agencies have claimed his land is considered wetlands and it was found in 1973 the commissioners signed an order for the appealed court to work on it and to date nothing has been done.  Because of this, it was no longer considered wetlands.  Torbet stated he felt if that was the case, it would follow on through.  Urbano responded the Army Corp of Engineers stated this property is considered wetland and the Surveyor’s office abides by the regulating agencies.

Torbet inquired if it is legal to run water on top of the ground and add water to a neighboring property.  Urbano responded it is a private matter.  Maxwell stated it is probably not legal, but the drainage board has no course of action. 

Maxwell advised the Surveyor to view the issue Torbet is referring to which is sending the flow of water onto his property.

Torbet inquired if there is a way to make his property wetlands.  Urbano advised Torbet to inquire with the NRCS office regarding developing his property as a wetland area.
	

PRICE TILE #132 – PROPOSALS FOR ENGINEERING SERVICES
	VINCE URBANO – SURVEYOR

	The Surveyor presented the drainage board with three bids for engineering services in regards to the reconstruction of the Price Tile #132 as follows;  Christopher Burke Engineering should not exceed $69,755; Butler, Fairman & Seufert Engineering $45,000 to $77,000; and Banning Engineering $35,450.

	The drainage board requested the drainage board attorney review bids for engineering services regarding the reconstruction of the Price Tile #132 for equal consistencies and report back during the July drainage board meeting.

             Kendell Culp stated he would have to abstain from any proceedings due to a conflict of interest regarding the Price Tile #132.

	James Walstra made a motion to allow the Drainage Board Attorney to review the bids for engineering services in regards to the reconstruction of the Price Tile #132 and report back during the July Drainage Board meeting.  Richard Maxwell seconded the motion.  Motion approved.

DRAINAGE ISSUE AT COUNTY ROAD 700 SOUTH AND 1000 WEST
	DOUG DENO – COUNTY RESIDENT

	County resident, Doug Deno, stated at the intersection on County Road 700 South and County Road 1000 West water crosses the road during heavy rains and he believes a solution would be for the county road side ditch dipped out.  Deno stated this flooding of the road has become worse during the last two to three years.

	Dick Maxwell stated there appears to be a culvert plugged to the west which the highway department has looked at.  

	The Surveyor stated his field crew along with the county highway department will take a look at the issue and see what can be done to alleviate the water issue at the intersection of County Road 700 West and County Road 1000 South.

GOWLAND #179 COUNTY REGULATED DRAIN – VACATE LEGAL DRAIN REQUEST
	MIKE MILLER – LANDOWNERS
	VINCE URBANO – SURVEYOR

	Vince Urbano stated Mike Miller owns property south of County Road 100 South.  Miller is working with the NRCS trying to place his property along the Oliver Ditch #124 which drains into the Iroquois River into wetlands.  The Gowland #179 county regulated drain which is in poor condition runs through this property.

	Mike Miller is requesting the drainage board would consider abandoning the Gowland #179 county regulated drain portion of tile that runs through his property (approximately the remaining two hundred feet).  His plans are to construct a rip rap headwall at the point of abandonment and let the water free flow on the ground to the Oliver Ditch #124.  This abandonment would give Miller an additional 2.2 acres of wetland restoration property.

	Urbano stated this would relieve a lot of pressure off the Gowland #179 county regulated tile.

	Kendell Culp inquired the size of the Gowland #179 county regulated tile on the Miller property.  Urbano stated it is his belief the Gowland #179 county regulated tile is fifteen inches at the outlet.

	Kendell Culp inquired the procedure for the abandonment of a regulated tile.  The Drainage Board Secretary stated there are forms for the abandonment of a county regulated tile to be prepared.  Richard Maxwell inquired if a public meeting needs to take place for the abandonment of a county regulated tile.  Attorney, John Casey, stated he was unsure of the procedure for the abandonment of a county regulated tile and would have to do a little research to retrieve the answer.  

	It was the consensus of the board to hold the hearing to vacate the Gowland #179 county regulated drain sometime during the month of August, 2015.

	Kendell Culp made a motion to approve the request to vacate the portion of the Gowland #179 county regulated drain on the Mike Miller’s property.  James Walstra seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

LOUIS B NAGEL TILE – VACATE LEGAL DRAIN
	VINCE URBANO – SURVEYOR

	Vince Urbano stated there was an error found in regards to the Louis B. Nagel Tile sometime in the past.  It was found in the file that the Louis B. Nagel Tile was to be abandoned and the funds within the maintenance were to be transferred to the Conn-Nagel ditch, which had never happened.  
	
            Kendell Culp inquired if the Conn-Nagel ditch was dug to replace the Louis B. Nagel Tile.  Urbano stated the Conn-Nagel Ditch was dug, but there still remains a section of the Louis B. Nagel Tile which still remains and is deteriorated immensely.  

             Culp inquired if the Conn-Nagel ditch has an easement in place.  Urbano replied the Conn-Nagel ditch has an easement in place.
 
             Drainage Board Attorney, John Casey, recited Indiana Drainage Code 36-9-27-37.- (a) and (b) regarding the proceedings to vacate a regulated drain.

            James Walstra made a motion to approve the request to vacate the legal drain known as the Louis B. Nagel Tile.  Kendell Culp seconded the motion.  Motion approved.

            Richard Maxwell inquired the length of notice to be given to landowners when instituting proceedings to vacate a regulated drain.  Rhonda Eldridge stated the legal notice would be not less than thirty day nor more than forty days before the date of hearing.

            John Casey stated the hearing notices would contain the same information for a vacating of a regulated drain as they do for a reconstruction of a regulated drain.

            Jack Haberlin inquired if a landowner would need to send in a letter of remonstrance if they are against the vacating of a regulated drain.  John Casey responded he had never heard a letter or remonstrance would need to be submitted if they are against the vacating of a regulated drain.

MEYERS TILE #2861 – WATERSHED
            VINCE URBANO – SURVEYOR

            The Surveyor stated Landowner, Walt Stanley, has property within the Meyers Tile #2861 county regulated drain watershed.  Stanley reported to the Surveyor’s office of a minimum of twelve holes in this regulated tile.  Upon the recommendation of the Surveyor’s office, he is willing to carry a petition to reconstruct the tile and establish a maintenance fund.

            This tile is located in Marion Township just south of State Highway 16 west of State Highway 231.  Urbano explained the Meyers Ditch #2861 is on the north side of State Highway 231 and continues on as the Meyers Tile #2861 on the south side of State Highway 231.  The Meyers Ditch #2861 was reconstructed approximately four or five years ago.

           Richard Maxwell stated he would have to abstain from any proceedings due to a conflict of interest regarding the Meyers Ditch #2861.

           Urbano inquired if the Meyers Tile #2861 could have a separate watershed developed as opposed to combining it with the Meyers Ditch #2681 due to the landowners along the Meyers Ditch #2861 recently paid for the cleaning.

            James Walstra made a motion to approve the development of a watershed for landowners within the Meyers Tile #2861 reconstruction eliminating the landowners within the Meyers Ditch #2861.  Kendell Culp seconded the motion.  Motion approved.

SALTWELL #352 & LATERAL #1 TO DENTON #235 – PETITION
             VINCE URBANO – SURVEYOR

            The Surveyor stated that on the 12th day of May, 2015 landowner, Marvin Olson filed a petition to reconstruct and establish a maintenance fund on the Saltwell #352 & Lateral #1 to Denton #235 located in Sections 8, 17, and 20, Township 28, Range 5 in Milroy Township.

             Kendell Culp made a motion to refer the petition back to the Surveyor for his report for the reconstruction and establishment of a maintenance fund on the Saltwell #352 & Lateral #1 to Denton #235.  James Walstra seconded the motion.  Motion carried.              	

MINOR REPAIRS – DISCUSSION OR ERROR
	VINCE URBANO – SURVEYOR

	Vince Urbano advised the drainage board of a couple of errors pertaining to funds being withdrawn from an incorrect account.  

	After a brief discussion with the drainage board, Deb Brouwer and Kim Grow from the Auditor’s office, it was agreed to make the appropriate changes to correct any errors which have been made in the past and prevent any from being made in the future.
	
GUSHWA #181 & HUNTER LATERAL TO GUSHWA #181 – JOINT BOARD MEETING
	VINCE URBANO – SURVEYOR

	Vince Urbano stated a Jasper-Newton County Joint Board Meeting needs to be held in the near future to discuss increasing the maintenance fund on the Gushwa #181 & Hunter Lateral to Gushwa #181to satisfy a petition which was filed on January 4, 2011.  

	Urbano inquired with Richard Maxwell and Kendell Culp a couple of dates which could be passed along to Newton County so a Jasper-Newton County Joint Board Meeting could be scheduled.  Kendell Culp and Richard Maxwell gave the dates of June 29th, 30th, July 8th, 10th, or 17th.

LONERGAN-KOSTA – JOINT BOARD MEETING
	VINCE URBANO – SURVEYOR

Vince Urbano stated a Jasper-Newton County Joint Board Meeting needs to be held in the near future to discuss increasing the maintenance fund on the Lonergan-Kosta to satisfy a petition which was filed on December 27, 2010. 

	Urbano inquired with Richard Maxwell and Kendell Culp a couple of dates which could be passed along to Newton County so a Jasper-Newton County Joint Board Meeting could be scheduled.  Kendell Culp and Richard Maxwell gave the dates of June 29th, 30th, July 8th, 10th, or 17th.

KING LAWLER WUERTHNER SYSTEM – PETITION
	VINCE URBANO – SURVEYOR

            The Surveyor stated that on the 1st day of June, 2015 landowners, Dain Hayworth and Kent Korniak filed a petition to reconstruct and establish a maintenance fund on the King Lawler Wuerthner System located in Sections 26 & 27, Township 29, Range 7 in Marion and Newton Townships.

             James Walstra made a motion to refer the petition back to the Surveyor for his report for the reconstruction and establishment of a maintenance fund on the King Lawler Wuerthner System.  Kendell Culp seconded the motion.  Motion carried.              
	
ADJOURN

	James Walstra made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Kendell Culp seconded the motion.  Motion approved.

