THE JASPER-NEWTON COUNTY JOINT DRAINAGE BOARD MET ON FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2015 AT 9:00 A.M. IN THE COMMISSIONER’S ROOM, JASPER COUNTY COURTHOUSE, RENSSELAER, INDIANA WITH THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS PRESENT:   RICHARD MAXWELL (JASPER COUNTY CHAIRMAN), KENDELL CULP (JASPER COUNTY),  SCOTT CARLSON (NEWTON COUNTY), MICKEY READ (NEWTON COUNTY),  AND  JOHN HEIMLICH (WHITE COUNTY FIFTH MEMBER).  ALSO PRESENT WERE VINCE URBANO (JASPER COUNTY SURVEYOR), CHRIS KNOCHEL (NEWTON COUNTY SURVEYOR), JOHN CASEY (DRAINAGE BOARD ATTORNEY), AND ALAN SHANKS (GIS COORDINATOR) ABSENT WAS RHONDA ELDRIDGE (DRAINAGE BOARD SECRETARY). 

Chairman, Richard Maxwell called the meeting to order.

APPROVAL OF THE JULY 10, 2015 MEETING MINUTES

	Kendell Culp made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 10, 2015 meeting.  Scott Carlson seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

9:00 A.M. - LONERGAN-KOSTA – PUBLIC HEARING

	The Surveyor presented a Surveyor’s Report regarding the maintenance of the Lonergan-Kosta Ditch for their review.  

	Vince Urbano stated there are approximately 2,211.9414 acres in the Lonergan-Kosta watershed.  The estimated cost of periodic maintenance for the Lonergan-Kosta regulated drain for a four year collection is $8.00 or $2.00 annually per acre and $40.00 per lot totaling $18,213.98.

	Landowner, James Clarke inquired the location the maintenance of the drain would begin.  Vince Urbano responded there have been several areas within the drain which are in need of being addressed, but due to the low collection rate which was established in the past, the fund did not hold an ample amount of funds for the maintenance.  Clarke inquired if the project would include the Lonergan Extension.  Urbano responded the Lonergan Extension is included in the Lonergan-Kosta watershed.  Clarke inquired if the entire Lonergan-Kosta is included in the project.  Urbano responded the entire Lonergan-Kosta is included in the watershed.  Clarke inquired if the maintenance fund will be collected for a period of four years.  Urbano responded the maintenance fund will be collected for a period of four years.  As the landowners request additional work and the maintenance fund is depleted, the collection will continue until it reaches it maximum collection amount of $18,213.98.

	Newton County Surveyor, Chris Knochel, inquired if there has been a scope of work developed currently.  Vince Urbano responded there has not been a scope of work developed currently due to the lack of funds currently held within the maintenance fund.  Once the funds have been established, a project will be put in place starting at the outlet and working through the drain.

	Newton County Drainage Board Attorney, Dan Blaney, inquired the amount of funds held within the Lonergan-Kosta maintenance fund currently.  Urbano responded the maintenance fund for the Lonergan-Kosta currently approximately $1,800.00.

	Kendell Culp made a motion to approve the schedule of assessments for the Lonergan-Kosta at a rate of $2.00 per acre and $40.00 per lot.  Scott Carlson seconded the motion.  Motion approved.

	Maxwell inquired when the collections will begin for the Lonergan-Kosta.  Urbano responded the collections for the Lonergan-Kosta will being during the Spring of 2016.

DEHAAN #190 AND EVERS LATERAL TO DEHAAN #190 – DISCUSSION
	VINCE URBANO – SURVEYOR

	Jasper County Surveyor, Vince Urbano, stated there have been questions brought up by Jasper County landowners regarding the crossing which had been originally proposed to be installed on the DeHaan #190.  This crossing cost is approximately $100,000 which was going to be temporary in place or $10,000 worth of ditch construction.

	Urbano stated he felt Jasper and Newton Counties could join forces and install a structure of some sort which would be permanent.  This would provide a permanent access to the opposite side of the drain.

	Newton County Surveyor, Chris Knochel, stated he and Jody Melton, K.R.B.C Executive Director worked with INDOT for the I-65 bridge.  There is a road under the I-65 bridge on the north side of the Kankakee River, but there is not one under the bridge on the south side.  INDOT has indicated they will be doing some bridge work on I-65 and Melton and Knochel inquired if they would be willing to create a road under the bridge on the south side which would give access to the railroad from county line to the railroad.  INDOT responded they would not create a road under the bridge on the south side of I-65.  Knochel stated he presented during one of the previous hearings the possibility of putting a permanent structure over the DeHaan #190 to get to the north side of the DeHaan #190 and have access to the Kankakee River in the area between the railroad and the confluence of the DeHaan #190 with the Kankakee River, not anticipating a $100,000 expense for a temporary crossing, but if some money could be devoted for a permanent crossing over the DeHaan at the end of County Road 400 East.  The county road ends just short of the drainage easement of the DeHaan #190.  There are limitations because of I-65 getting on the west side of I-65.  So what to do between the railroad and I-65 is another problem, but could at least get to the DeHaan #190 and the short stretch if a permanent structure is placed over the DeHaan #190.

	Urbano stated he was not sure if the railroad would work with the Jasper-Newton County Joint Drainage Board to temporarily get over the railroad tracks just to do the work that needs to be completed.

	Kendell Culp inquired the difficulty to work with the railroad in regards to crossing the tracks.  Knochel stated they are working with the railroad to get some armoring material due to the railroad has caused some erosion along the embankment.  They said they would work with it, but that was a year ago and still are saying they will work with them.  Mickey Read stated the Newton County Highway Department has a hard time working with the railroad.

	Knochel stated property owner, Alan Cameron, has located an area that can be mitigated as wetlands so at some point in the future work could be completed on the north side of the DeHaan #190 in that area.

	Scott Carlson stated he does not believe spending $100,000 for a temporary crossing is scensible and there needs to be an alternative plan made. 

	Vince Urbano stated he would like to proceed with the dreading of the ditch, even if it means skipping the area which the agencies are not allowing the maintenance of.  It will be a lengthy process for having something permanent placed in the wetland area.

	Mickey Read inquired what the quickest route to relieve the flooding.  Urbano responded the quickest route to relieve the flooding is to proceed with the dredging.                                            Read stated the town of Thayer has been flooding and inquired what would be best for that area.  Urbano replied to relieve the flooding in the town of Thayer to proceed with the maintenance project as proposed.

	Scott Carlson inquired when there was a proposed temporary crossing where was that going to be installed.  Urbano replied the proposed temporary crossing was going to be installed in the area which Chris Knochel had mentioned earlier in the meeting.

	Landowner, James Walstra, recommended the Newton County Surveyor contact Newton County landowner, Mr. Pals.

	Walstra also recommended removing a portion of the concrete structure at the outlet that is in place in the DeHaan #190.

	Kendell Culp stated the Newton County Drainage Board is to research options regarding the crossing and report back to the Jasper-Newton County Joint Drainage Board with their findings.

	Urbano inquired if the joint board would allow him to obtain bids in regards to the DeHaan #190 and the Evers Lateral to the DeHaan #190 as proposed with the exception of the north of the railroad tracks to I-65 and also to hold a joint board meeting to open the bids once they are received.  It was the concensus of the board to allow Urbano to send out to receive bids in regards to the DeHaan #190 and the Evers Lateral to the DeHaan #190 as proposed with the exception of the north of the railroad tracks to I-65 and also when permitting is complete and bids are received to hold another joint board meeting for the releasing of the bid.
	

9:30 A.M. – GUSHWA #181 AND HUNTER LATERAL TO GUSHWA #181 – PUBLIC HEARING

	The Surveyor presented a Surveyor’s Report regarding the maintenance of the Gushwa #181 and Hunter Lateral to Gushwa #181 for their review.  

	Vince Urbano stated there are approximately 11,140.4348 acres in the Gushwa #181 and Hunter Lateral to Gushwa #181 watershed.  The estimated cost of periodic maintenance for the Hunter Lateral to Gushwa #181 regulated drain for a four year collection is $6.00 or $1.50 annually per acre and $25.00 per lot totaling $67,703.49.

	Landowner, Ken Waibel inquired if the drain would be cleaned with this maintenance fund.  Urbano responded the purpose of the maintenance fund is to clean and maintain the drain as necessary.  Waibel inquired if the drain would be cleaned during the upcoming fall.  Urbano responded the drain would not be cleaned this upcoming fall due to assessments would not be collected on this fall, so the maintenance fund would not hold enough to perform any maintenance work.  Waibel inquired if the Hunter Lateral was going to be cleaned.  Urbano responded the maintenance fund would be used for the purpose of cleaning the Hunter Lateral as well as the Gushwa #181.  Waibel inquired what is taking place with Mosquito Creek.  Urbano responded that would need to be discussed with the Surveyor of Newton County.

	Richard Maxwell inquired if there were any objection to the increase of maintenance for the Gushwa #181 and Hunter Lateral to the Gushwa #181.  There were no objections to the increase of maintenance for the Gushwa #181 and Hunter Lateral to the Gushwa #181.  

	Kendell Culp made a motion to approve the schedule of assessments for the maintenance of the Gushwa #181 and Hunter Lateral to the Gushwa #181 to $1.50 annually per acre and $25.00 per lot.  Mickey Read seconded the motion.  Motion approved.


MOSQUITO CREEK – NEWTON COUNTY

	Newton County Surveyor, Chris Knochel, stated the outlet to the Mosquito Creek in Newton County was not a regulated drain until recently when they adopted it as a regulated drain.  Therefore, there are no historical watershed boundaries which he can refer to so he has been in the process of establishing the watershed boundaries.  During the process of establishing the watershed boundaries, there were some landowners questioning these boundaries.  Knochel is now waiting for harvest so he can walk the area to confirm the watershed boundaries

KNIGHT-MOFFITT

	The Jasper County Surveyor stated he had been contacted by Newton County Drainage Board member, Tim Drenth in regards to the watershed boundaries between Jasper and Newton Counties not lining up for the Knight-Moffitt.

	Urbano stated that Drenth was requesting Jasper County move the watershed lines so Jasper and Newton Counties lines matched.  Urbano stated he informed Drenth the watershed lines are developed by way of two foot contours which an engineering firm put together.  

	Newton County Surveyor stated it was his understanding the Jasper and Newton County’s watershed lines are lined up.

	Scott Carlson stated he believed the issue had something to do with the residential lots.

	Newton County Drainage Board Secretary, Deb Chapman, stated her drainage program does not have the perimeters for rating needed to set up the way the Newton County Surveyor has proposed.  Therefore, until this issue is resolved moving forward with the Knight Moffitt is on hold.

	Alan Shanks advised Knochel to advise the Newton County GIS department if there is an issue with the matching of lines for the watershed to notify him.  Jasper County’s contours and ditches when it comes to the county line is what they go up to.  There can always be a ditch on the other side that could change things and their not aware of it.

	Knochel stated he is meeting with Dan Blaney to address House Bill #481which actually died but it went to summer study committee.  House Bill #481 addresses that the county will be responsible to clean residential subdrains that are accepted in the drainage system in residential subdivisions. It did not provide a funding mechanism.  Knochel stated he and Dan have two problems residential subdivision which need drainage work and thousands of feet if not miles between the outlet of the subdivision and a regulated drain. 
	
ADJOURN

	Kendell Culp made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Scott Carlson seconded the motion.  Motion approved.

