A meeting of the Jasper County Board of Zoning Appeals was held Monday, September 28, 2015 at 7:00pm. in the Commissioners’ Room of the Jasper County Courthouse, Rensselaer, Indiana. Members present: John Korniak, Jim Martin and Scott Walstra. Also present: Todd Sammons, Randle and Sammons, Administrative Attorney; Kelli Standish, Secretary. Absent was: Chris Healey, Daniel Reed & Mary Scheurich.

	Meeting was called to order by Jim Martin. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Mr. Martin called for the first order of business.

John Korniak made the motion to approve the Special and the regular August meeting 2015 minutes. Motion was seconded by Scott Walstra and carried unanimously.
_____________________________________________________________________________
Variance								Cause#BZA-13-15

Applicant: Joshua & Jessica Thomas
Location: Sec.20-31-5 – Walker Twp. – 200E. N. of 700N. W-side
Use: 25 foot road frontage variance
______________________________________________________________________________  
Public hearing held pursuant to notice published September 18th in the Rensselaer Republican, a daily newspaper of general circulation printed and published in Jasper County, Indiana; also pursuant to notice to adjacent landowners given by certified mail, return receipts requested. All as shown by the affidavit of Becky Coffer, Clerk of the Rensselaer Republican, and return receipts submitted by the applicant.

	Joshua and Jessica Thomas were present and stated that when they purchased their property they were told it was a buildable lot. Once they purchased the property they found out through the Planning and Development Office that they did not have any road frontage and that the property could not be built on. They are asking for a road frontage variance. They presented a current plat of survey to the board showing the existing easement instead of a proposed easement. 

	Attorney Sammons asked Mr. & Mrs. Thomas that they mentioned that they have an easement, do you have ownership to county road 200E.?

	Jessica Thomas replied that they just have an easement with a partial ownership to county road 200E., they do not own property to the county road. 

	Jim Martin asked if anyone present had any opposition to the application. There was none.

	Kelli Standish stated that she received a phone call from Ceres Farms, LLC stating that they were in favor of the application. She asked them if they had sold Mr. & Mrs. Thomas some more property so they would have road frontage from county road 200E. to the property they just bought. The gentlemen replied in the negative, but made it sound like they are willing to work with Mr. & Mrs. Thomas.  

	Attorney Sammons asked Mr. & Mrs. Thomas if they know whether or not Ceres Farm is willing to grant them an undivided interest in the easement so you guys actually own part of it?

	Jessica Thomas replied that she is not 100% sure if they will or not.

	Attorney Sammons replied that even if they do grant them as part owner of the easement this does not mean that a variance will be approved. The board members will still need to look over the application and the findings of facts before a decision will be made. Right now the board has an application for a variance in which they do not own any road frontage. 

	Scott Walstra made the motion to continue the application to the next regularly scheduled meeting on October 26, 2015 at 7:00p.m. They need to have ownership from Ceres Farms so they have road frontage. Motion was seconded by John Korniak and carried unanimously.  	
______________________________________________________________________________
 
		Upon motion duly made and seconded, meeting was adjourned.
						
A TRUE RECORD;
						
________________________
								Jim Martin, Vice President
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