THE JASPER-NEWTON COUNTY JOINT DRAINAGE BOARD MET ON TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2015 AT 8:30 A.M. IN THE COMMISSIONER’S ROOM, JASPER COUNTY COURTHOUSE, RENSSELAER, INDIANA WITH THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS PRESENT:   RICHARD MAXWELL (JASPER COUNTY CHAIRMAN), KENDELL CULP (JASPER COUNTY),  TIM DRENTH (NEWTON COUNTY), MICKEY READ (NEWTON COUNTY),  AND  JOHN HEIMLICH (WHITE COUNTY FIFTH MEMBER).  ALSO PRESENT WERE VINCE URBANO (JASPER COUNTY SURVEYOR), JOHN CASEY (DRAINAGE BOARD ATTORNEY), RHONDA ELDRIDGE (DRAINAGE BOARD SECRETARY), AND DEB CHAPMAN (NEWTON COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD SECRETARY). ABSENT WAS CHRIS KNOCHEL (NEWTON COUNTY SURVEYOR).

Chairman, Richard Maxwell called the meeting to order.

APPROVAL OF THE SEPTEMBER 18, 2015 MEETING MINUTES

	Mickey Read made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 18, 2015 meeting.  Kendell Culp on seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

DEHAAN DITCH #190 – BID OPENING

	Richard Maxwell stated there was only one bid received for the maintenance of the DeHaan Ditch #190 county regulated drain.   

	The bid received by W.J. Misch Excavating, Inc. for the maintenance of the DeHaan Ditch #190 county regulated drain is in the amount of $185,000.00.

	Vince Urbano stated the DeHaan Ditch #190 county regulated drain runs approximately six miles which was bid for maintenance starts at Hickory Street SW in the town of DeMotte and ends at the outlet of the Kankakee River.

	Kendell Culp inquired if anything was being done with the concrete structure at the outlet of the DeHaan Ditch #190.  Urbano stated there is not going to be anything done with the concrete structure of the DeHaan Ditch #190 due to extensive permitting required by the agencies.  Urbano stated the permitting agencies stated if the concrete structure was removed, it would need to be hauled off site which would be a great expense.

	Culp inquired the amount of funds currently held within the DeHaan Ditch #190 maintenance fund.  Urbano replied the DeHaan Ditch #190 maintenance fund currently holds funds in the amount of $88,267.36.  These funds will soon be depleted as W.J. Misch Excavating, Inc. is currently completing a maintenance project which will cost $98,500.00.  Rhonda Eldridge, Drainage Board Secretary, stated there is a fall assessment collection which has not been posted as of lately.

	Urbano stated funds would need to be borrowed from the General Ditch Improvement Fund in order to pay for the DeHaan Ditch #190 maintenance project, but would be paid back with future assessment collections.

	Kendell Culp made a motion to accept the bid in the amount of $185,000.00 from W.J. Misch Excavating, Inc. for the maintenance of the DeHaan Ditch #190.  Tim Drenth seconded the motion.  Motion approved.

	Urbano stated if he understood correctly in regards to the permanent crossing, Newton County Drainage Board denied doing anything with it on the DeHaan Ditch #190 because it is on a dead end road.  Tim Drenth stated the only way the Newton County Drainage Board would do with anything with the permanent crossing, would be if the maintenance fund would pay for it. 

	Culp inquired if the dead end road is the access to get to the outlet.  Urbano stated the work is being done from the south side of the drain, therefore everything can be taken care of except crossing the drain and the railroad tracks in the half mile stretch from Interstate 65 to the railroad tracks.  There will not ever be an opportunity to do anything with this portion of the drain unless something is done for a crossing.  Drenth stated the cleaning would go up to the tracks and hopefully on the north side because cleaning cannot take place of the Jeff Pals property which is on the south side.  Urbano stated there would be no cleaning on the Jeff Pals property.  Urbano stated Jeff Pals informed Commissioner Walstra that he would take care of the trees along the DeHaan #190 project. If Pals does not hold to his word and remove the trees, they will be removed with this project.  Drenth inquired how it is possible to get over the railroad tracks.  Urbano responded there is a cross over on the west side of Interstate 65, but you could not clean the ditch due to it being too extensive.  Urbano stated many landowners along this area do not want to pay for a crossover due to the large expense.

GUSHWA #181 AND HUNTER LATERAL TO GUSHWA #181 – CERTIFICATION

	Drainage Board Secretary, Rhonda Eldridge, presented a Certification regarding the maintenance of the Gushwa #181 and Hunter Lateral to Gushwa #181 for the Jasper-Newton Joint Drainage Board member’s signatures.

	Jasper County Surveyor, Vince Urbano, stated the watershed for the Gushwa #181 and Hunter Lateral to Gushwa #181 had slightly changed due to alterations Newton County had made to the Mosquito Creek watershed.

	Kendell Culp made a motion to accept the changes to the Gushwa #181 and Hunter Lateral to Gushwa #181 watershed as presented as well as the signing of the Certification.  Tim Drenth seconded the motion.  Motion approved.

ADJOURN

	Mickey Read made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Tim Drenth seconded the motion.  Motion approved.

