THE JASPER COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD MET ON MONDAY, MARCH 7, 2016 AT 1:00 P.M. IN THE COMMISSIONERS ROOM, JASPER COUNTY COURTHOUSE, RENSSELAER, INDIANA WITH THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS PRESENT:   RICHARD MAXWELL (CHAIRMAN) AND  KENDELL CULP (MEMBER) JAMES WALSTRA (MEMBER).  ALSO PRESENT WERE VINCE URBANO (SURVEYOR), JOHN CASEY (ATTORNEY), AND RHONDA ELDRIDGE (SECRETARY). ABSENT WAS JACK HABERLIN (ENGINEER)

Chairman, Richard Maxwell called the meeting to order.

APPROVAL OF THE FEBRUARY 8, 2016 MEETING MINUTES

	James Walstra made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 8, 2016 meeting.  Kendell Culp seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

NIPSCO POWER LINE REMOVAL – DEHAAN DITCH #190
	ANTHONY DIXON – PROJECT ENGINEER

	Anthony Dixon, Project Engineer for NIPSCO stated he had been contacted by the Jasper County Surveyor’s office regarding the removal of overhead power lines which are within the right-of-way and in the ditch bank along the DeHaan Ditch #190 county regulated drain.

	Dixon stated the utility poles within the DeHaan Ditch #190 right-of-way service two of NIPSCO’s customers and they have expressed the need to retain their utility service.

	Dixon stated NIPSCO was unable to locate any contracts or permits for the installation of the utility poles/lines within the DeHaan Ditch #190 right-of-way.  However, NIPSCO has been able to secure easements verbally with the landowners which this service benefits.

	Dixon stated he has an approved plan from NIPSCO for the relocation of the power source to their customers and is inquiring if the drainage board would be interested in locating the utility service from overhead to underground.  The idea would be to move the utility service as far south by way of boring underground on the maintenance path as possible, leaving just two poles rather than approximately the dozen which are there now.  In order to accomplish the boring NIPSCO will set up where the line T’s off, set a pole up, and bore 800 feet in one direction and 800 feet in the opposite direction.  At this location, set a pole the other direction then go to the west end and bore another 800 feet and set a pole to make the connection above ground and essentially doing the same on the other side. This project would take approximately two weeks to complete. 

	Vince Urbano stated the agencies are requiring they “V” out the banks to place the spoils and is concerned of the depth of the bore.  

	Urbano inquired if it would be possible to simply remove the power lines in order to complete the ditch cleaning project, then placing the power lines back in the original place and at a later date completing permanent solution.  Dixon responded NIPSCO would rather complete the permanent solution during this time.

	Urbano stated he is concerned whether the agencies would allow the boring of utilities in the area due to it being a wetland area which would require permits.

	Kendell Culp inquired the depth of the bore.  Dixon stated NIPSCO would at least go a depth of thirty-six inches or deeper if necessary.  Culp inquired the distance between the old channel and the current DeHaan Ditch #190.  Urbano responded there is only enough distance to track a machine through the old channel and the current DeHaan Ditch #190.

	Dixon inquired if the entire width of the DeHaan Ditch #190 county regulated drain was being dredged.  James Walstra responded the middle of the DeHaan Ditch #190 county regulated drain is being dredged.

	Kendell Culp inquired if it would be more economical and simpler to just remove the lines for the project and then reset a few poles.  Dixon responded it possibly could be more economical and simpler to just remove the lines for the project and then reset a few poles, however, with this drain being on maintenance, coming back to perform maintenance ten years later and having to revisit the issue of the poles will be more costly.  

	Culp inquired if there is a desire to obtain an easement from the county drainage board.  Dixon responded there is a desire to obtain permitting from the county drainage board to move forward with the plan of removing the existing utility poles and lines and bore the utilities within the drainage right-of-way.

	Dixon stated NIPSCO would like to place the utilities underground due to the lesser expense and this would be the quickest install.

	Culp stated if the county granted an easement, the next time the ditch needed dredged NIPSCO could deny the county access on their easement.  Dixon stated he was unsure.

	Culp stated the deeper the bore the better.  Dixon stated a bore of four to five feet would be manageable, depending on the operator of the boring machine and the soil conditions.

	Culp inquired if the bore could be placed as far from the break of the ditch bank as possible.  Dixon responded his intentions would be to place the bore at the farthest south toe of the berm as possible.

	Walstra suggested NIPSCO purchase the landowners a generator to provide their utilities to the customers.  Walstra stated the cost of the removal of the poles and lines and the boring of the utilities does not make sense.  Maxwell suggested providing the NIPSCO customers with a LP tank and a generator would be a lot less costly compared to the proposed plan.

	Walstra stated he would speak to the landowner’s to see if he would be willing to accept a generator.   

	Dixon stated if NIPSCO’s only obligation would be to take the utility poles and lines down, they would be complete in less than a week.

	Walstra inquired if NIPSCO would be willing to supply the customers a generator.  Dixon stated if the purchasing of a generator for the customers would please the drainage board, he would present it to NIPSCO’s Public Relations and have them reach out to the drainage board to see what can be done.

	Culp inquired if NIPSCO has an obligation as a power company to provide service to these customers.  Dixon stated NIPSCO does have an obligation as a power company to provide service to these customers.

	James Walstra stated he would speak with the customer and get back in touch with Dixon in the near future.  

CURTIS CREEK #856 – DITCH ALTERATION
	CRAIG WAGNER

	Craig Wagner, representing Curtis Creek County Club, presented an aerial photo of a section of Curtis Creek County Club near the Curtis Creek #856 county regulated drain.

	Wagner stated sometime during the past, Curtis Creek #856 county regulated drain was altered and straightened out leaving a depression where it had originally flowed.  

	Matt Hoyes has expressed a desire to fill the depression back up with water creating a water hazard for the golfers of Curtis Creek Country Club.  

	Wagner suggested placing a lift pump on one end of the section of Curtis Creek #856 to pump water into the depression area and construct a headwall to allow the water to trickle back into Curtis Creek #856.  Wagner stated the depression area would only hold three to four feet of water which would need to be constantly moving.

	The Surveyor stated there are water lines within the right-of-way of Curtis Creek #856. 

	Richard Maxwell stated he does not like the idea of the flow of water in and out of Curtis Creek #856 controlled by people.  Maxwell stated if you cut the bank of Curtis Creek #856 down, it could cause the flooding of the entire bottom.  Wagner stated he is not talking about cutting the bank of Curtis Creek #856 down, but rather raising it.  Wagner stated this alteration would not affect the flow of water with Curtis Creek #856, other than the little bit of water which is pumped out of it.

	Maxwell stated he does not believe the placing of a lift station on one end of a section of Curtis Creek #856 to pump water into the depression area and placement of a headwall to allow the water to trickle back in the county regulated drain will affect Curtis Creek #856 at all.

	Kendell Culp stated approval should be sought if there is any work being performed in the county regulated drain’s seventy-five foot right-of-way.

	Kendell Culp stated a set of detailed plans need to be presented to the drainage board prior to any alteration of a county regulated drain or any work being performed within any county regulated drain right-of-way.

COMPASS TRAVEL CENTER – DRAINAGE PLAN
	DOUG HOLMEIER – MCMAHON GROUP
CARISSA WENDT, PROJECT ARCHITECT – CORPORATE DESIGN & DEVELOPMENT GROUP

Carissa Wendt, Project Architect with Corporate Design & Development Group, presented a drainage plan for the proposed Compass Travel Center located at the southwest intersection of Interstate 65 and State Highway 10, Section 18, Township 7, Range 31 in Keener Township.

Wendt stated the Compass Travel Center is designed to be a large truck stop in which a
drainage pond is planned to capture all the runoff from the site.  Vince Urbano stated there is an overflow pipe which is in the southeast corner and flows into a private drain that eventually flows into the Arm #1 to Lateral #3 to Stover #180 county regulated drain.

	Wendt stated IDOT has granted permission to release water into the drain flowing along Interstate 65.

	Rhonda Eldridge stated Jack Haberlin, Jasper County Engineer, sent an email stating he would be unable to attended the March drainage board meeting, however, he had reviewed the plans for the proposed Compass Travel Center.  He stated the plans are ok and have the required storage.  The plans propose an outlet of 100 LF of twelve inch PVC at .22 percent.

	Kendell Culp inquired if the drainage pond would be a wet pond.  Wendt replied the drainage pond would be a wet pond the majority of the time.

	Culp inquired if the drainage pond is rated at a two year storm event.  Doug Holmeier via speaker phone stated the release rate is for a two year, but the drainage pond is designed for a hundred year storm event and even if the throttle pipe is clogged it will remain holding all the water without overflowing.

	Culp inquired if the drain flowing along Interstate 65 is a swale or an open ditch.  Holmeier responded the drain flowing along Interstate 65 is a roadside swale created by the interstate which flows south.

	Culp inquired the elevation of the outlet pipe on the drainage pond.  Holmeier responded the elevation of the outlet pipe on the outlet pond is at an elevation of 685.4 and the top of the bank is at an elevation of 688.  Culp inquired the lowest elevation of the drainage pond.  Holmeier responded depending on the amount of fill to be taken from the drainage pond to build up the site, they may put the pond down below the outlet and may go as low as an elevation of 675. Culp inquired what the plans show.  Holmeier responded the plans show a minimum elevation of 685.4 which is what is modeled for the calculations, but if more fill is needed to build up the site, it could go more.  However, the outlet would still remain at an elevation of 685.4.  Culp inquired if no more fill was required to build up the site, the outlet pipe would be at the bottom of the pond.  Holmeier stated if no more fill was required to build up the site, the outlet pipe would be at the bottom of the pond.

	Richard Maxwell stated he would rather see the overflow raised up and also he is not fond of the twelve inch outlet.  Holmeier responded a six inch end cap could be placed over the overflow pipe.

	Culp inquired the depth of the water table.  Holmeier stated according to the report, the water table is somewhere around an elevation of 685.

	James Walstra stated he would like to see the banks of the drainage pond approximately three feet high, discharge with a six inch outlet pipe placed approximately one foot down from the top of the bank.  Holmeier inquired if the board wants the top of the banks of the drainage pond at an elevation of 691.  Walstra responded to have the top of the banks of the drainage pond at an elevation of 690 and place the six inch outlet pipe at an elevation of 689.

	James Walstra made a motion to approve the drainage plans for the proposed Compass Travel Plaza as presented with the exception of the banks of the drainage pond be raised to an elevation of 690 and install a six inch outlet pipe at an elevation of 689.  Kendell Culp seconded the motion.  Motion approved.

LATERAL #3 TO NESIUS #144 – SET PUBLIC HEARING DATE

	Drainage Board Secretary, Rhonda Eldridge, stated during the December 7, 2015 drainage board meeting it was the request of landowner, Tom Nesius, for the Jasper County Drainage Board to adopt the private drain known as the Lateral #3 to Nesius #144 located at Section 33, Township 28N, Range 6 in Jordan Township.  Kendell Culp made a motion to refer the request to adopt the private drain known as the Lateral #3 to Nesius #144 back to the Surveyor for proceedings to move forward.  James Walstra seconded the motion.  Motion approved.  

	Eldridge stated it is now requested for the drainage board to set a date for the public hearing in regards to the adoption of the private drain known as the Lateral #3 to Nesius #144 located in Section 33, Township 28N, Range 6 in Jordan Township.

	It was the consensus of the drainage board to hold a public hearing in regards to the adoption of the private drain known as the Lateral #3 to Nesius #144 located in Section 33, Township 28N, Range 6 in Jordan Township on June 6, 2016 at 1:00 p.m. prior to the regular Drainage Board meeting.

2016 IN-HOUSE MAINTENANCE SPRAY PROJECT
	VINCE URBANO – SURVEYOR

	The Surveyor presented the drainage board with a Surveyor’s Report for the 2016 In-House Maintenance Spray Program including thirty-four (34) county regulated drains namely:  Wyncoop #167; Joseph Nagel #155; Lawton #166 & Lateral #1 to Lawton; Moody #265 Lateral to Illiff Slough #12; Lateral #3 to DeHaan #190; Mary Dunn #257; Ham Lateral #2 to Francis Fleet Lakin #230; Reed #3605 & Lateral; Conn-Nagel Extension; Moody Lateral to Folger #4232; Bosma #149; Carpenter Creek; Lakin #205; Goff tile #1950; Lateral #77; Paulus Arm #218; Wm Hoover #356; Orlando Lane #246; Smith Parker #559; Pullins #4189; Bartoo Schafer #3105; Borntrager #4239; Illiff Slough #12; Callahan #4241; Oliver #124; Curtis Creek; W.E. Moore #118 & Barkley Lateral; Denton #235; John Jordan #238; Ringeisen Lateral #3 to Denton #235; DeHaan #190; Bledsoe Lateral to Tyler #208; and Zimmer #2919.

	Vince Urbano stated there are approximately 126.95 miles of county regulated drains to be sprayed during the 2016 season.  The estimated Surveyor’s total cost is $6,157.13.

	Kendell Culp made a motion to approve the Surveyor’s Report as presented for the In-House Maintenance Spray Program 2016.  James Walstra seconded the motion.  Motion approved.

PRICE TILE #132 – BANNING ENGINEERING – PROGRESS UPDATE
	VINCE URBANO – SURVEYOR

	Vince Urbano presented the drainage board with an Analysis on the Price Tile #132 provided by Banning Engineering.

	Urbano stated the plan is to have a landowner meeting regarding the Price Tile #132 prior to holding a public hearing.



AMSLER TILE #4673 – BANNING ENGINEERING – PROGRESS UPDATE
	VINCE URBANO – SURVEYOR

Vince Urbano presented the drainage board with an Analysis on the Amsler Tile #4673 provided by Banning Engineering.

	Urbano stated the plan is to have a landowner meeting regarding the Amsler Tile #4673 prior to holding a public hearing.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING – MAINTENANCE
	RHONDA ELDRIDGE – SECRETARY

During the November 2, 2015 drainage board meeting, it was the request of the Drainage Board Secretary, Rhonda Eldridge, to rewrite the Public Hearing Notices sent out by the Jasper County Drainage Board making them easier to understand by the landowners.  James Walstra made a motion to allow the Drainage Board Secretary to consult with Drainage Board Attorney, John Casey, for the purpose of drafting a new Public Hearing Notice making it easier to understand by the landowners.  

	The Drainage Board Secretary presented a copy of the newly revised Maintenance Notice of Public Hearing for the drainage board to review and possibly approve.

	James Walstra made a motion to approve the newly revised Maintenance Notice of Public Hearing as presented.  Kendell Culp seconded the motion.  Motion approved. 	
	
ADJOURN

	James Walstra made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Kendell Culp seconded the motion.  Motion approved.


