THE JASPER COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD MET ON MONDAY, APRIL 4, 2016 AT 1:00 P.M. IN THE COMMISSIONERS ROOM, JASPER COUNTY COURTHOUSE, RENSSELAER, INDIANA WITH THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS PRESENT:   RICHARD MAXWELL (CHAIRMAN), KENDELL CULP (MEMBER) AND JAMES WALSTRA (MEMBER).  ALSO PRESENT WERE VINCE URBANO (SURVEYOR), JOHN CASEY (ATTORNEY), JACK HABERLIN (ENGINEER), AND RHONDA ELDRIDGE (SECRETARY). 

Chairman, Richard Maxwell called the meeting to order.

APPROVAL OF THE MARCH 7, 2016 MEETING MINUTES

	James Walstra made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 7, 2016 meeting.  Kendell Culp seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

LATERAL #1 TO HALSTEAD #2918 TILE – FUNDS REIMBURSEMENT REQUEST
	LARRY BERENDA

	Vince Urbano stated landowner, Larry Berenda, contacted the Surveyor’s office regarding repair work on a tile located in Section 7, Township 29N, Range 7W in Newton Township he had hired contractor, Brian Herre, to perform. It was not until after the repair work on the tile began, it was discovered the tile was the Lateral #1 to Halstead #2918 county regulated tile.
	
Urbano stated Berenda is requesting to be reimbursed for the cost of the repair to the Lateral #1 to Halstead #2918 county regulated tile.

	Urbano presented pictures of the repair work performed by contractor, Brian Herre on the Lateral #1 to Halstead #2918 county regulated tile.

	The Surveyor stated he was in favor of reimbursing Berenda for the cost of the material only for the repair to the Lateral #1 to Halstead #2918.  The Lateral #1 to Halstead #2918 does not hold a maintenance fund currently, but the C. Halstead Ditch #2919 does currently have a maintenance fund with a balance of $6,349.27 which would be in the same watershed.

	Kendell Culp made a motion to allow the reimbursement of funds in the amount of $1,500.00 to Larry Berenda from the general ditch improvement fund for the repair of the Lateral #1 to Halstead #2918 tile county regulated tile.  James Walstra seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

SMALLFELT DITCH #9527 – REQUEST TO DRAIN INTO
	STEVE HURLEY – LANDOWNER
	ERIC JOHNS – JOHNS BROTHERS TILING AND EXCAVATING, INC. 

	Eric Johns, Johns Brothers Tiling and Excavating, Inc., presented a map detailing the proposed intentions of Steve Hurley to drain his property located in Gillam Township, Section 3, Township 29N, Range 5 by way of a pump into the Smallfelt Ditch #9527 county regulated drain.

	Johns stated it is the request of Hurley to install pipe running south from his property to the Smallfelt Ditch #2918 and install a pump which is equal to an eighteen inch smooth wall tile.  Also permission is being sought to install the pipe within the county road right-of-way in front of the property owned by Jerrrod Alma.

	Richard Maxwell inquired if the county road right-of-way in front of the Jerrod Alma property is also the location for the installation of the proposed manure line.  Eric Johns responded the county road right-of-way in front of the Jerrod Alma property is the proposed location for the installation of the proposed manure line, however, the pipe installed for Hurley would be significantly deeper than the proposed manure line.

	The Surveyor inquired if permission had been acquired from Jerrod Alma to install a pipe on his property along the front within the road right-of-way.  Johns responded permission had been acquired from Jerrod Alma to install a pipe on his property along the front within the road right-of-way.  Hurley also stated permission has been acquired to install the pipe on the property owned by Ronald Tillett.

	Kendell Culp made a motion to approve the request by Steve Hurley to install a pipe running south from his property located in Gillam Township, Section 3, Township 29N, Range 5 to the Smallfelt Ditch #2918 county regulated drain.  Also permission is granted to install a pipe within the county road right-of-way along the property owned by Jerrrod Alma.  James Walstra seconded the motion.  Motion approved.

RICH TILE #9531 – TILE ABANDONMENT REQUEST
	BILL RISNER

	The Surveyor stated it is the request of landowner, Bill Risner, to abandon the Rich Tile #9531 county regulated tile, Section 21, Township 30N, Range 6W located in Barkley Township.

	Vince Urbano stated the Rich Tile #9531 county regulated tile was petition to be reconstructed on February 28, 2011 and after filing for permitting it was brought to the attention of the Surveyor’s office by the Army Corp of Engineers this tile is within wetlands and a solid pipe would be required to be installed with no surface drains in order to reconstruct the county regulated tile.  

	Urbano stated the Rich Tile #9531 is in poor condition and is not functioning on the property of Bill Risner.

	Urbano stated due to the Rich Tile #9531 not functioning, Risner constructed a private open drain on his property running perpendicular to the Rich Tile #9531 in order to drain the affected landowner’s property.

	Urbano stated Kevin Shide, NRCS, had contacted him in regards to the placement of the Risner property into a wetland program.  Bill Risner stated his intentions are to place this property into a wetland program with the abandonment of the Rich Tile #9531.

	Urbano stated if the board was in favor of honoring the request to vacate the Rich Tile #9531 county regulated tile, protocol would be to serve notice of intention to vacate on all owners of affected land; fix a date for a hearing; receive all objections filed; hold the hearing; and issue an order vacating the drain.

	Kendell Culp inquired if the Rich Tile #9531 functions properly running north from the Risner property.  Bill Risner responded the Rich Tile #9531 functions properly running north from his property.

	Richard Maxwell inquired if Risner wanted to make his private open drain a regulated drain.  Urbano stated he does not believe Risner wants his private open drain made a regulated drain , due to the fact that it would then have a seventy-five foot right-of-way which would hamper making the property a wetland area.  Risner stated he does not want his private open ditch made into a regulated drain.

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Richard Maxwell inquired if an agreement could be made that the private ditch would be maintained and functioning at all times if the board agrees to vacate the Rich Tile #9531.  John Casey stated an agreement could be made that the private open drain would be maintained and functioning at all time as a condition of the vacating of the Rich Tile #9531.  Culp inquired if the agreement would go with the land if sold in the future.  Casey stated the agreement would go with the land if sold in the future.

	It was the consensus of the board to hold a public hearing for the vacating of the Rich Tile #9531 on June 6, 2016 prior to the regular monthly drainage board meeting.

	Kendell Culp made a motion to move forward with proceeding in regards to the vacating of the Rich Tile #9531 county regulated drain with the agreement that the private open drain would be maintained and functioning at all times.  A public hearing for the vacating of the Rich Tile #9531 would be held on June 6, 2016 at 1:00 p.m.  James Walstra seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

HALSTEAD DITCH #2918 – CLEANING REQUEST
	VINCE URBANO – SURVEYOR

	Vince Urbano stated landowner, Larry Berenda, had contacted the Surveyor’s office in regards to the need of the Halstead Ditch #2918 county regulated drain needing to be cleaned.

	Urbano stated plans are to put a cleaning project together for the Halstead Ditch #2918 county regulated drain taking place during the fall of 2016.  This cleaning would involve cleaning the ditch through the field portion, but as the ditch enters the woods, there is a lot of fall so not much cleaning would take place through the woods.  

	Urbano stated the Halstead Ditch #2918 maintenance fund currently holds a balance of $6,349.29.

DEKOCK DITCH – CLEANING REQUEST
	VINCE URBANO – SURVEYOR

	Vince Urbano stated landowner, Jim Hayes, had contacted the Surveyor’s office in regards to the need of the DeKock Ditch county regulated drain needing to be cleaned.
	
Urbano stated the plan is to put a cleaning project together to take place during the fall of 2016.  This cleaning project would be funded through the DeHaan maintenance fund.

CARPENTER CREEK

CARPENTER CREEK – JOINT DRAINAGE BOARD
	
	During the February 8, 2016 drainage board meeting Kendell Culp stated that Carpenter Creek county regulated drain is part of a conservancy district in Benton County, but is not part of a joint drainage board.  Culp stated he felt Carpenter Creek should be under a joint drainage board.

	Culp stated he asked an attorney firm out of Indianapolis if Jasper County would have any precedent to assess Benton County landowners to use Carpenter Creek in Jasper County.  

	Richard Maxwell stated he has a conflict of interest in regards to Carpenter Creek.  

	It was the consensus of the board to advise the Surveyor to contact the members of the Jasper-Benton County Joint Drainage Board and attempt to set up a joint drainage board meeting sometime within the month of June or July, 2016 to discuss the matter of Benton County being assessed for the use of Carpenter Creek.
	
ADJOURN

	Kendell Culp made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  James Walstra seconded the motion.  Motion approved.

