THE JASPER-NEWTON COUNTY JOINT DRAINAGE BOARD MET ON WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6, 2016 AT 9:00 A.M. IN THE COMMISSIONER’S ROOM, JASPER COUNTY COURTHOUSE, RENSSELAER, INDIANA WITH THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS PRESENT:   RICHARD MAXWELL (JASPER COUNTY CHAIRMAN), KENDELL CULP (JASPER COUNTY),  SCOTT CARLSON (NEWTON COUNTY), MICKEY READ (NEWTON COUNTY),  AND  JOHN HEIMLICH (WHITE COUNTY-FIFTH MEMBER).  ALSO PRESENT WERE VINCE URBANO (JASPER COUNTY SURVEYOR), CHRIS KNOCHEL (NEWTON COUNTY SURVEYOR), RHONDA ELDRIDGE (DRAINAGE BOARD SECRETARY), AND DEB CHAPMAN (NEWTON COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD SECRETARY).  ABSENT WAS JOHN CASEY (DRAINAGE BOARD ATTORNEY).

Chairman, Richard Maxwell called the meeting to order.

DEHAAN DITCH #190 – UTILITY POLE REMOVAL
	ANTHONY DIXON, PROJECT ENGINEER – NIPSCO

The Jasper County Surveyor stated on the DeHaan Ditch #190 county regulated drain near the lower end there is an area of overhead powerlines which were installed by NIPSCO many years ago.  These power lines are within the seventy-five foot right-of-way, thence hampering the cleaning of the DeHaan Ditch #190.

Urbano stated these power lines service two of NIPSCO’s customers.  These NIPSCO customers have expressed the need to retain their utility service.  NIPSCO has been unable to locate any contracts or permits for the installation of the utility poles/lines within the DeHaan Ditch #190 right-of-way.  

Urbano stated NIPSCO has an approved plan to relocate the utilities to their customers from overhead to underground.  This would be done by way of relocating the utility service on the bank as far south as possible by boring underground on the maintenance path, leaving just two poles rather than approximately the dozen poles which are currently there now. In order to accomplish the boring, NIPSCO will set up where the line T’s off, set a pole, and bore 800 feet in one direction and 800 feet in the opposite direction.  At this location, set a pole the other direction then go to the west end and bore another 800 feet and set a pole to make the connection above ground and essentially doing the same on the other side.

Anthony Dixon, Project Manager for NIPSCO stated with this utility service re-routing NIPSCO has been able to secure easements verbally with the landowners which this service benefits.

Urbano stated the Army Corp of Engineers are requiring a “V” is created out of the berm to place the spoils so it does sluff into the wetland.

Kendell Culp inquired if an easement would need to be granted to NIPSCO by the county to allow for the placement of the two proposed newly installed utility poles in the county right-of-way.  Urbano responded an easement would need to the granted to NIPSCO by the county to allow for the placement of the two proposed newly installed utility poles in the county right-of-way.

Culp inquired the time table in order to complete the project of removing the utility poles along the DeHaan Ditch #190.  Dixon stated he would need to know that everything is secure and once that is done the scheduler will deem it sight ready and a date could be issued.

Culp stated he is presuming the Jasper-Newton County Joint Drainage Board could grant an easement even though the area in question is in Newton County or does Newton County need to act independently.  Chris Knochel stated he believed as long as the decision was made in an open meeting and announced a drainage easement was going to be shared with an adjoining county, it would be fine.

	Urbano inquired if NIPSCO was granted an easement, there would be nothing stopping proceeding with the cleaning of the DeHaan Ditch #190.  Dixon stated he would refer that to the real estate department of NIPSCO and have them get in touch with Urbano.

	Kendell Culp made a motion to grant NIPSCO a permanent easement along the DeHaan Ditch #190 for the installation of the power lines.  These power lines must be bored a minimum of four feet deep. Also, NIPSCO would agree to hold the Jasper-Newton County Joint Drainage Board harmless as well as each drainage board individually. There is also an understanding the drainage board would have access to the easement without notifying NIPSCO for approval for the purpose of maintaining the DeHaan Ditch #190.  Mickey Read seconded the motion.  Motion approved.

	Maxwell advised the Jasper County Surveyor to reach out to Drainage Board Attorney to draw up a Hold Harmless Agreement.

	Dixon inquired when NIPSCO would need to have the alteration in utilities completed.  Maxwell stated the alteration in utilities by NIPSCO would need to be completed by no later than October 1, 2016. 

	Knochel inquired where the new line would be placed within the bank of the DeHaan Ditch #190.  Urbano stated the new line would be placed on the bank between the existing and the old channel.  Dixon stated they can bore approximately 850 to 900 feet and after going that distance they would run the service up a pole and ride the bank of the south channel as close as possible.

	Urbano stated Mr. Pals has expressed not wanting any cleaning performed on the DeHaan Ditch #190 county regulated drain along his property which he spoke with the Mickey Read in regards to.  Urbano stated it was discussed to place a crossing to get to Cameron’s side at which seems ridiculous to spend approximately $100,000 to place the crossing in order to avoid Pals property.
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	Urbano stated he and Jasper County Commissioner, James Walstra, have spoken with Pals regarding the unnecessary cost of installing a crossing to avoid his property to clean the drain from the other side of the DeHaan Ditch #190 when the cleaning is already taking place from the same side of the ditch as the Pals property.  Urbano stated there really is no choice for cleaning the DeHaan Ditch #190 but from the same side as the Pals property.

	Urbano stated he informed Pals the entire seventy-five foot right of way would not necessarily need to be used, but rather possibly thirty to forty feet would need to be accessed.

	Jasper County Commissioner, James Walstra stated he recently spoke with Pals and during this discussion Pals was under the impression that he did not have to allow the work to be done from his property.  Walstra stated he informed Pals he was wrong and would legally have to allow the work done from his property.  Pals checked with his attorney and was made aware that he would have to allow the work to be done from his property.

	Pals stated if he would allow the work to be performed from his property, there are a couple trees he would like to remain in place.  Walstra informed Pals to mark the trees on his property he would like to remain in place.   Walstra stated he believed Pals would allow the work on the DeHaan Ditch #190 project to be performed from his property.

	Read inquired if the Jasper County Surveyor and Newton County Surveyor have both been in contact with Pals.  The Jasper County Surveyor stated he had been in contact with Pals.  The Newton County Surveyor said he had not been in touch with Pals due to the subject being within the Jasper County Surveyor’s jurisdiction.  Read inquired if all of Pals trees would be removed.  Urbano stated all of Pals trees were not being removed.

	Maxwell inquired if all board members were satisfied with the decision to work from the Pals property in regards to the cleaning of the DeHaan Ditch #190.  All board members were in agreement.
	                    
ADJOURN

	Scott Carlson made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Kendell Culp seconded the motion.  Motion approved.

