THE JASPER COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD MET ON MONDAY, JUNE 6, 2016 AT 1:00 P.M. IN THE COMMISSIONERS ROOM, JASPER COUNTY COURTHOUSE, RENSSELAER, INDIANA WITH THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS PRESENT:   RICHARD MAXWELL (CHAIRMAN), KENDELL CULP (MEMBER) AND JAMES WALSTRA (MEMBER).  ALSO PRESENT WERE VINCE URBANO (SURVEYOR), JOHN CASEY (ATTORNEY), JACK HABERLIN (ENGINEER), AND RHONDA ELDRIDGE (SECRETARY). 

Chairman, Richard Maxwell called the meeting to order.

1:00 PUBLIC HEARING – LATERAL #3 TO NESIUS #155

During the December 7, 2015 drainage board meeting it was the request of landowner, Tom Nesius, for the Jasper County Drainage Board to adopt the private drain known as the Lateral #3 to Nesius #144 located in Jordan Township, Section 33, Township 28N, Range 6.  

Vince Urbano stated Tom Nesius delivered notification to the affected landowners his intention to have the private drain known as the Lateral #3 to Nesius #144 adopted as a county regulated drain.  Urbano inquired with Nesius if his intentions were to have a maintenance fund established on the Lateral #3 to Nesius #144 if it is adopted as a county regulated drain.  Nesius responded his intentions are to have a maintenance fund established on the Lateral #3 to Nesius #144 if it is adopted as a county regulated drain.   Urbano stated a petition would need to be carried by Tom Nesius to the landowner’s within the Lateral #3 to Nesius #144 watershed to establish a maintenance fund.

Richard Maxwell inquired if there were any opposition or comments from the audience in regards to the adoption of the Lateral #3 to Nesius #144 as a county regulated drain.  There was no opposition or comments regarding the adoption of the Lateral #3 to Nesius #144 as a county regulated drain.

Kendell Culp made a motion to approve the request of landowner, Tom Nesius, to adopt the private drain known as the Lateral #3 to Nesius #144 located in Jordan Township, Section 33, Township 28N, Range 6 making it a county regulated drain.  James Walstra seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

1:10 PUBLIC HEARING – RICH TILE #9531

The Surveyor stated during the April 4, 2016 drainage board meeting landowner, Bill Risner, requested to abandon a portion of the county regulated tile known as the Rich Tile #9531 on his property located in Barkley Township, Section 21, Township 30N, Range 6W.  The Rich Tile #9531 is in poor condition and is not functioning on the property of Bill Risner, therefore, he constructed a private open drain running perpendicular to the Rich Tile #9531 in order to drain the affected landowner’s property.  Risner stated his intentions are to place this property into a wetland program with the abandonment of the Rich Tile #9531.

Gerald Torbet, landowner, inquired if the portion of the Rich Tile #9531 on his property just North of the Risner property could also be abandoned by the county due to the poor drainage and not being able to farm the property since 2012.  

Kendell Culp inquired if the open drain which was constructed on property of Risner running perpendicular to the Rich Tile #9531 would remain private.  Risner responded the open drain which was constructed on his property running perpendicular to the Rich Tile #9531 would remain private.  Culp stated he was concerned the ditch would be maintained appropriately so the affected landowners would have an appropriate outlet.

Vince Urbano stated the Rich Tile #9531 county regulated tile was petition to be reconstructed on February 28, 2011 and after filing for permitting it was brought to the attention of the Surveyor’s office by the Army Corp of Engineers this tile is within wetlands and a solid pipe would be required to be installed with no surface drains in order to reconstruct the county regulated tile.  

Torbet stated he checked the records in the Surveyor’s Office to see if there was anything showing the drainage board was given an order which was not completed.  In 1973 it was ordered to reconstruct the ditch, which was never completed.  Torbet took this information to the Farm Credit and they stated it was classified as non-wetland.  Urbano stated the Surveyor’s office has information from the Army Corp of Engineers stating the property is wetland.

Culp inquired with Torbet if the portion of the Rich Tile #9531 is abandoned on the Risner property how it would be helpful to him.  Torbet responded possibly if Risner is placing his property into a wetland reserve area is good for Risner, it would be good for Torbet to also place his property into a wetland reserve area also.

James Walstra made a motion to approve the abandonment of the portion of the county regulated tile known as the Rich Tile #9531 on the Bill Risner property located in Barkley Township, Section 21, Township 30N, Range 6W.

APPROVAL OF THE APRIL 4, 2016 MEETING MINUTES

	James Walstra made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 4, 2016 meeting.  Kendell Culp seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

CONAGRA WEST LOT EXPANSION – DRAINAGE PLAN
	JEREMY SCHEITLIN – TITAN CONSTRUCTION & ENGINEERING

	Jeremy Scheitlin, Titan Construction & Engineering, presented a drainage plan for the proposed ConAgra West Lot Expansion.

	Scheitlin stated ConAgra would like to increase the size of their truck parking lot located on the Northwest side of their property by 19,761 square feet.

	The existing retention ponds were oversized in 2001 to have a combined capacity of approximately 70,000 cubic feet for 10.23 acres of developed hard surface.  They have added additional hard surface to the lot since under the drainage boards’ approval and the current developed hard surface total is approximately 425,554 square feet or 9.77 acres.

	The proposed 19,761 square feet parking lot addition translates to .46 acres, making the total hard surface 445,315 square feet or 10.23 acres.  This would leave ConAgra with no additional capacity for future development.

	Permission is being requested to proceed with construction so the project could be complete by the end of May, 2016.

	Vince Urbano stated this parking lot expansion would still be within the approved drainage plans guidelines from May 7, 2001.

	Richard Maxwell inquired if this parking lot expansion would affect the drainage in any way from the approved plan of May, 2001.  Scheitlin stated this parking lot expansion would not affect the drainage in any way from the approved plan of May, 2001.

	James Walstra made a motion to approve the request to proceed with construction of the ConAgra West Lot Expansion as presented.  Kendell Culp seconded the motion.  Motion approved.


GANGLOFF TILE #97 – TILE DAMAGE AND REPAIR
	BRUCE F. SPECK – INDIANA FIBER NETWORKS

	The Surveyor stated he had been notified by landowners recently of a problem in drainage along State Road 114 East of Rensselaer from approximately Marion School Road to the property line east of the Madelyn Wood property.  After inspecting the drainage issue, it was discovered Indiana Fiber Networks was in the process of installing a fiber optic line and damaged the county regulated tile known as the Gangloff Tile #97.

	Urbano stated he contacted Michael Berry, Berry IT Underground Utilities, and informed him of the drainage issues reported by landowners from Marion School Road going east to the eastern property line of Madelyn Wood.  Urbano stated a hydro vacuum was brought in and several spots were dug up along State Highway 114 where it was discovered damage to the Gangloff Tile #97 had taken place during the installation for a fiber optic line in several spots.

	Urbano stated his recommendation to resolve the drainage issue due to the damage of the Gangloff Tile #97 would be to have it replaced along State Road 114.  

	Butch Claussen representing his son, landowner Cary Claussen, inquired of the places which were dug how deep was the Gangloff Tile #97.  Urbano responded the depth of the Gangloff Tile #97 varies between three feet to three and a half feet in depth.  Claussen inquired according to the Commissioner’s Meeting Minutes the fiber optic line was to be placed approximately four feet deep.  Culp stated during the Commissioner’s meeting it was approved for placing the fiber optic cable at a depth of four feet deep by way of boring. 

	Culp inquired if there is anyone at the meeting representing Indiana Fiber Networks.  Urbano responded there were several present at the meeting representing Indiana Fiber Networks.  Attending the meeting representing Indiana Fiber Networks is Keith Hamm, Outside Plant Manager; Bruce Speck, Outside Plant Manager; and Kevin Maxwell, Outside Plant Designer and Permitting.

	Kendell Culp read aloud the meeting minutes from the April 4, 2016 Jasper County Commissoner’s Meeting in regards to the running of the fiber optic cable by Berry IT.

	Maxwell inquired why the fiber optic line was plowed rather than bored as motioned during the April 4, 2016 meeting.  Bruce Speck stated his understanding was they were going to be able to do bore and plow work.  When approval was received, the wording was not amended on the paperwork in order for it to be boring and trenching, so their contracting group took that as the fact that they were ok to go ahead and plow.  At that point in time, per Jack Haberlin’s request, before the project was to start they were required to contact him to make sure everything was ok with him as far as what the board had agreed on and the starting date.  At this point, a call was received from Jack Haberlin to Shawn Wright and himself informing them that boring had not been done and trenching was being done which was not approved.  Speck then spoke with the Surveyor, Vince Urbano, to find out what kind of drains they would need to know about.  Kendell inquired regarding due diligence and how it would go as far as taking care of any damages resulting from the boring. Speck stated there was a lack of communication collectively between all the offices and the County Surveyor was out of touch with everything they were doing and was not notified about anything. Speck agreed to meeting with the Surveyor bringing him a set of prints and Urbano supplied a print detailing the locations of any county regulated drains along the route of the boring.  Speck stated he had been informed that landowners were reporting water issues due to the boring and some due diligence needed to be taking place.

	Culp stated there are probably other drains which have been damaged by the boring that have not shown up yet.  The Gangloff Tile #97 was hit by boring parallel and the other tiles were also hit. Culp inquired if any of the other areas of boring which have been inspected.  Urbano stated they have not yet looked into any other areas for tile damage.  They have been concentrating on the Gangloff Tile #97 along State Road 114.  Urbano stated there are six other regulated drains he is aware of which may have been affected by this fiber optic project.  Speck stated the map provided by Urbano shows a total of seven drains which may have been affected by the boring. The Gangloff Tile #97 is the only county regulated tile running parallel with the project.

	Claussen inquired with Speck as soon as he found out he was out of compliance with boring if the project stopped immediately.  Speck responded that at the time of him being made aware of the problem regarding the Gangloff Tile #97 and the boring, he contacted Michael Berry and had been informed they had already completed the last bore to the hospital completing their last bore.  Claussen inquired who was responsible for the boring being less than four feet deep.  Speck responded the boring is not less than four feet deep.  The tile is at a depth of three feet.  Claussen stated no matter what depth the boring took place, the Gangloff Tile #97 was going to be disturbed.  Claussen inquired who was taking responsibility for the damage done to the Gangloff tile #97.  Berry responded they were the guys on site during the time of boring, but did not know the Gangloff Tile #97 was there. Who takes responsibility is a different argument.

	Speck stated their approval was based on the set of prints received by the County Commissioners.  Speck stated the prints state clearly on every page that they will be boring at forty-eight inches and they are going to plow.  The prints were approved as they were written.  Two weeks after the project was complete they received a telephone call stating they were not supposed to be doing anything but boring and trenching.  Claussen inquired who was contacted to confirm the prints supplied were approved.  Speck stated Jack Haberlin contacted them via email stating it had been approved and Michael Berry contacted Haberlin requesting him to come out prior to the project starting.

	Culp stated prints were presented to the board for approval and the meeting minutes will reflect the prints were amended by adding other stipulations upon that. Culp stated Dick Maxwell wanted the fiber optic line trenched in so it is known when tiles are cut.  Then after Jack spoke to Kevin Maxwell, it was stated it was going to be bored the entire distance.  Culp stated the board decided that would be permissible.  The entire project would be bored at forty-eight inches and there would be a three year bond.  Maxwell stated the project was to be bored or trenched but not plowed.  Every 1,700 feet there would be a junction.

	Keith Hamm, Indiana Fiber network Outside Plant Manager, stated in general most counties when they submit plans for building construction if there is obstructions they normally get diverted and asked to change the route they plan to take.  Hamm inquired why they were not told about the Gangloff Tile #97 being along their route during the approval process.  Maxwell inquired why they did not contact the Surveyor to find out if there were any county regulated drains along their intended route.  Hamm stated when the prints are returned to them, it is a green light to proceed with their project. Speck inquired if it is part of the process when a print is received for approval if the county Surveyor is involved.  Culp stated a permit is sent to the County Surveyor to check if there are any regulated drains in the path of the project, which in this case it indicates there are regulated drains in the path of the project.  Also the county Engineer is involved in the process when a print is received for approval.

	Culp inquired if they had received a copy of their report signed. Speck stated they did not receive a paper copy of their report signed.  They received an email from Jack Haberlin stating they were “good to go”.  Had they received a paper copy, they would have known and could have avoided the issue at hand.  Culp asked why they did not request a paper copy for their records.  Speck stated they requested a paper copy several times and only received the email from Haberlin stating they were ‘good to go”.

	Culp stated there is a bond in place to take care of any damages.  The Gangloff Tile #97 is damaged and needs to be repaired, so move on with the repair.

	Greg Miller stated he is a tenant and farms property which is negatively affected by the Gangloff Tile #97 being damaged.

	Culp inquired if there is enough space to install a new tile in the exact location of the existing Gangloff Tile #97 with all the utilities involved.  Urbano replied there now is a fiber optic line, as well as other utilities, making an installation of a new tile in the same location nearly impossible.

	John Casey, Drainage Board Attorney, inquired if the Gangloff Tile #97 is within the highway right-of-way.  Urbano responded the Gangloff Tile #97 is in the highway right-of-way on the north side of State Highway 114 going east out of Rensselaer.  Casey inquired the amount of room in the right-of-way.  Urbano replied there is a seventy-five foot right-of-way off the center of the regulated drain, therefore, it intersects in the middle of the highway as well as in the field on the other side of the telephone poles.  Casey inquired if the tile needs replaced what difference it makes if it is replaced in its exact current location or replace it in a different location.  Urbano replied his concern with replacing it in a different location is that not all laterals would be found to tie into it, especially on the south side of State Highway 114 unless the landowners know where their laterals are.  Culp stated if you stay within your drainage easement, but replace the tile in the planted field, there then would be crop damage.

	Michael Berry presented the drainage board with an estimate from Miller Drainage LLC for the replacement of the Gangloff Tile #97 in the specified area totaling approximately one mile and does not include utilities as an idea of cost.

	Janet Nesius Kohley, Landowner along State Road 114 inquired how she would know if the damaged tile is affecting her in anyway. Richard Maxwell stated there is a bond in place which is good for five years if any problems should arise due to the damage to the Gangloff Tile #97 Berry IT would be responsible.

	Claussen inquired if Berry IT is going to repair the problem with the Gangloff Tile #97.  Claussen inquired if the proper authority figure with Berry IT was at the meeting to make the call on if they were going to repair the problem with the Gangloff Tile #97.

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Kendell Culp inquired the amount of time needed to determine whether Berry It would be willing to repair the problem with the Gangloff Tile #97.  Bruce Speck responded they would have an answer in a couple of days.  They needed to take the suggestions from the drainage board regarding the repair of the Gangloff Tile #97 to the President of Berry IT to get a resolution.  Speck stated Urbano has made them aware of his concern regarding the existing tile is very close to several utilities and the limited time there is to get the repair complete.  Speck inquired if there is a list of preferred installers of tile.

	Richard Maxwell stated this meeting would be continued in regards to the Gangloff Tile #97 on Tuesday, June 14, 2016 at 9:00 a.m. CST.  In the meantime, representatives from Berry IT are to work with Kendell Culp and Vince Urbano to work out arrangements for a solution to the issue at hand.

	Bruce Speck inquired with Vince Urbano what is necessary to satisfy the drainage issues at hand with the Gangloff Tile #97.  Urbano responded he felt the necessary action to satisfy the drainage issues at hand regarding the Gangloff Tile #97 would be to replace the tile.  Speck inquired if it is not possible to replace the Gangloff Tile #97 in the exact location it currently lays due to high utilities, would it be possible to receive help from the Surveyor’s office in finding a new location for installation.  Urbano responded if the Gangloff Tile #97 needs to be relocated to the north of the existing telephone poles, the property owner’s on the south side of State Highway 114 do not know where their outlets are coming across to the north will need to be provided new outlets.

	Madelyn Wood, landowner, inquired how far east is there a problem with the Gangloff Tile #97.  Urbano responded the regulated drain begins at the west end of driveway.

PRAIRIE CREEK AG LAND – DRAINAGE ALTERATION
	KEVIN SAYERS – TURNING POINT SURVEYING

	Kevin Sayers, Turning Point Surveying, presented a plan for Prairie Creek Ag Land drainage alteration.  

Sayers stated his client would like to mine the top of the high points on the property which was a former subdivision.  Restrictions were placed on this, for instance three hundred feet off the Hodge ditch.  Army Corp of Engineers have indicated a couple wetland areas coming out of the fields.  They are only mining at two feet above base flood elevation.  Sayers stated this mining process is a very small operation and selling the sand as he goes.

Richard Maxwell inquired why Sayers was bringing this plan to the drainage board.  Sayers responded Planning Commission required a drainage plan.  Maxwell stated this does not involve a county regulated drain.

Maxwell inquired with Mary Scheurich from Planning & Development if this project has been presented to the Planning Commission.  Scheurich responded this project has not come before the board of the Planning Commission. Scheurich stated she feels this property should be re-zoned as a first step.

The attorney for the client stated they were planning on getting a re-zoning and apply for a special exception for this purpose.  They were planning on getting drainage board approval for this contingent on the re-zone. 

Bernard Seegers, former owner of the property, stated he did not believe any of the sand can be removed due to the fact it is a burial ground for Indians.

James Walstra stated this subject does not involve the drainage board.

FRANCIS FLEET LAKIN – DITCH BANK ALTERATION
	TOM NESIUS

	The Surveyor stated Tom Nesius reported to the Surveyor’s office of a neighbor in White County which cut the banks down to the bottom of the Francis Fleet Lakin and created a waterway through his field which has created an issue with sediment settling in the drain. Jasper County is the Surveyor of Record for the Francis Fleet Lakin.

	Nesius inquired if the maintenance fund for the Francis Fleet Lakin paid for the establishment of the waterway.  Urbano responded the maintenance fund for the Francis Fleet Lakin did not pay for the establishment of the waterway.

	Maxwell suggested ordering the landowner to restore the banks on the Francis Fleet Lakin.  Urbano stated he could speak with the White County Surveyor regarding this issue.  Maxwell informed Nesius the Surveyor would take a look at the situation.

MAXWELL DITCH #7619 – VINE STREET CULVERT REPLACEMENT
	VINCE URBANO – SURVEYOR

	Vince Urbano stated the culvert for the Maxwell Ditch #7619 on Vine Street in the City of Rensselaer is in very poor condition and is in need of being replaced.  Urbano stated there is a maintenance fund on the Maxwell Ditch #7619 currently holding approximately $2,964.72  

	Urbano presented the drainage board with a quote from DEBCO Metal Culverts for a slip liner in the amount of $41,500 for the repair of the culvert on Vine Street for the Maxwell Ditch #7619.  A new culvert would cost approximately $7,000.  Urbano stated he recommends replacing the pipe rather than using the slip liner due to the cost being more economical.  This would still put the Maxwell Ditch #7619 maintenance fund having a negative balance.

 James Walstra made a motion to allow the purchase of a culvert with an approximately cost of $7,000 for the Maxwell Ditch #7619 on Vine Street in the City of Rensselaer, providing the City of Rensselaer perform the installation.  Kendell Culp seconded the motion.  Motion approved.

SAGE TILE #6346 – TILE BREAKDOWN
	VINCE URBANO – SURVEYOR

	The Surveyor stated the County Highway reported a breakdown of the Sage Tile #6346 west of the bridge at the Bice Ditch, as well as a sink hole fifty yards east of County Road 280 West.

	Urbano suggested re-routing the Sage Tile #6346 on the east side of County Road 280 West traveling south outletting into the Bice Ditch rather than its current location on the west side of county Road 280 West.  This re-route would be within the seventy-five foot drainage right-of-way.

	James Walstra made a motion to re-route the Sage tile #6346 on the east side of County Road 280 West traveling south and outletting into the Bice Ditch.  Kendell Culp seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

DRAINAGE TILE – REQUEST TO STOCKPILE
	VINCE URBANO – SURVEYOR


	The Surveyor requested advancing approximately $10,000 out of the General Ditch Improvement Fund for the purchase of a stockpile of drainage tile for upcoming projects.

	Urbano stated the Surveyor’s Office field guy is continually traveling to purchase tile which costs time and money.

	Walstra inquired where the field tile would be stored.  Urbano responded the field tile would be stored at the County Highway Department hopefully storing it inside somewhere.

	Urbano stated the General Ditch Improvement Fund would be reimbursed for drainage tile out of the individual maintenance funds as they are used.

	It was unanimous by all Drainage Board members to all the Surveyor to advance approximately $10,000 out of the General Ditch Improvement Fund for the purpose of stockpiling drainage tile for upcoming projects.

CONTINUATION OF MEETING

	James Walstra made a motion to continue the meeting for June 14, 2016 at 9:00 a.m. CST for the purpose of further discussion regarding the Gangloff Tile #97.  Kendell Culp seconded the motion.  Motion approved.

