 THE JASPER COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD MET ON MONDAY, AUGUST 1, 2016 AT 1:00 P.M. IN THE COMMISSIONERS ROOM, JASPER COUNTY COURTHOUSE, RENSSELAER, INDIANA WITH THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS PRESENT:   RICHARD MAXWELL (CHAIRMAN), KENDELL CULP (MEMBER) AND JAMES WALSTRA (MEMBER).  ALSO PRESENT WERE VINCE URBANO (SURVEYOR), JOHN CASEY (ATTORNEY), JACK HABERLIN (ENGINEER), AND RHONDA ELDRIDGE (SECRETARY). 

Chairman, Richard Maxwell called the meeting to order.

APPROVAL OF THE JUNE 6, 2016 MEETING MINUTES

	Kendell Culp made a motion to approve the minutes of the June 6, 2016 meeting.  James Walstra seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

APPROVAL OF THE JUNE 14, 2016 CONTINUED MEETING MINUTES

	James Walstra made a motion to approve the continued minutes of the June 14, 2016 meeting.  Richard Maxwell seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

APPROVAL OF THE JULY 5, 2016 MEETING MINUTES

	Kendell Culp made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 5, 2016 meeting.  James Walstra seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

ORMISTON PROJECT – STACK TILE / HUNTER DITCH
	JERRY GUTWEIN – GUTWEIN BULLDOZING
	ROBERT ORMISTON – LANDOWNER

Landowner, Robert Ormiston, stated his son owns property which is in both Jasper and Newton counties. Gary Cooper operates the farm owned by Robert Ormiston’s son and Jerry Gutwein, Gutwein Bulldozing, is aware of the drainage issues there are on this property. Robert Ormiston’s son lives in Singapore and, therefore, could not attend the meeting.

Jerry Gutwein presented a profile of the proposed reconstruction of a private open drain which runs parallel to County Road 1400 South in Jasper County and drains into the Hunter Ditch on the Ormiston property.  Maxwell inquired the purpose of reconstructing a new open drain.  Gutwein replied the purpose of the reconstruction of a new open drain would be to lower the existing pipe to allow for better drainage on the Ormiston property.

Kendell Culp inquired if it is a private drain which drains into the Hunter Ditch.  Gutwein responded it is a private drain which drains in the Hunter Ditch.

Maxwell inquired if it is Jasper County which would give permission to go under the county road.  Culp stated the road is in Newton County, therefore, it would be Newton County to give permission to go under the county road.  Culp inquired the size of the culvert under the road.  Gutwein responded the culvert under the road is three foot in diameter.  Maxwell inquired the depth the culvert would be lowered.  Gutwein responded the culvert would be lowered approximately 1.3 feet.  Gutwein also stated a flap gate would be installed to prevent high water from the Hunter Ditch flowing back into the proposed private open drain.

Vince Urbano stated the private drain currently outlets into the Hunter Ditch and the installation of a new pipe would improve the drainage. 

Culp inquired if the private drain would be cleaned if permission was granted for the installation of the pipe.  Gutwein responded the private drain would be cleaned if permission was granted for the installation of the pipe.
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Culp inquired if Gutwein would be re-routing the direction the water would be flowing.  Gutwein responded there would not be a re-routing of the direction the water would be flowing.

Ormiston stated the flow of the Stack Tile water into the Pronger-Ormiston ditch would help flush the ditch out. Removing the water from the Stack Tile would help the drainage to the south and the north.  Gutwein explained there is a tile at the beginning of the Pronger-Ormiston ditch coming from the south and if the private ditch were a little deeper it would open up the Stack tile which drains into the Weiss ditch.  Culp stated this would be the diversion of water as noted in an email to the Jasper County Surveyor from the Newton County Surveyor.  Urbano stated if this is the case, some changes may need to be made with the watershed boundaries in this area. 

Culp stated it appears the tile is a public drain, which drains into a private drain, which then drains into another public drain.  Culp inquired if Ormiston would be interested in making his private drain into a county regulated drain.  Ormiston stated he would most certainly be interested in making his private drain into a county regulated drain.  Culp stated the long-term solution is to have all three drains county regulated.

Urbano stated a petition would need to be carried by Ormiston in both Jasper and Newton counties collecting at least ten percent of the affected landowners.  Once this was completed, Urbano would organize a joint board meeting between Jasper and Newton counties to move forward with the adoption of the private drain.

WHISPERING WOODS – FIBER OPTIC LINE
	DON SCHOENBECK – NETNITCO

	Don Schoenbeck, Representative with NetNitco, presented the drainage board with a copy of a site plan regarding the installation of a fiber optic line in Whispering Woods Estates, located in Keener Township, Section 1, Township 31, Range 7.

	The Surveyor stated Whispering Woods Estates does consist of a regulated drainage underground system.

	Schoenbeck stated the proposed plan is to install a 1-1/4 inch pipe.  There will be vaults feeding the fiber optic line to each individual home.  Maxwell inquired where the fiber optic line will be running from.  Schoenbeck stated there is a box south of County Road 1100 North which the fiber optic line will be ran from.

	Maxwell advised Schoenbeck there have been a big issue in Jasper County regarding utility companies damaging county regulated tile during the installation of utilities.  Maxwell stated a new rule is going to be implemented of all utilities being installed below the county regulated tile.  Also, a representative from Jasper County will be required to be present during the installation of utilities, to insure no county regulated tile will be damaged during this time.

	Schoenbeck inquired the depth of county regulated tile in Jasper County.  Vince Urbano stated the depth of the county regulated tile in Jasper County varies from location to location.

	Maxwell inquired the form of installation of the fiber optic line.  Schoenbeck stated normal procedure for the installation of a fiber optic line is by way of boring and a normal depth is approximately three feet, but would be will to go any depth required by the drainage board.

	Culp inquired if a permit from the County Highway Department has been obtained for the installation of the fiber optic line in Whispering Woods Estates. Jack Haberlin stated once permission is received from the drainage board, a permit would be given for the installation of a fiber optic line in Whispering Woods Estates.  Culp stated once a permit is received from the County Highway Department for the installation of a fiber optic line in Whispering Woods Estates, it will need to be looked into at more depth regarding regulated drains.

	Culp stated Jasper County Attorney, Eric Beaver, is researching the fact that a representative of the Surveyor’s office would need to be compensated for the time spent monitoring the installation of the fiber optic line in Whisper Woods Estates, due to them working for a private firm.  Maxwell stated during the time of the boring of the fiber optic line, he would like a representative from the Surveyor’s office on site.

	Maxwell stated he would like to see the fiber optic line in Whispering Woods Estates installed at a depth of four feet.

	Culp inquired if during the installation of the fiber optic line in Whispering Woods Estates if any county regulated open drains would be crossed.  Urbano replied during the installation of the fiber optic line in Whispering Woods Estates no county regulated open drains would be crossed.

	Culp stated the individual landowners may have private tile within the area and felt they should possibly be notified of the proposed installation of the fiber optic line prior.

	Kendell Culp made a motion to approve the proposed installation of a fiber optic line in Whispering Woods Estates, Keener Township, Section 1, Township 31, Range 7 by way of boring at a depth of a minimum of four feet as presented by Don Schoenbeck with NetNitco.  NetNitco would be responsible for paying an onsite representative/inspector from the Jasper County Surveyor’s office during the time of boring to oversee the project.  Liability insurance in the amount of one million dollars would need to be provided with Jasper County as the payee.  James Walstra seconded the motion.  Motion approved.

GANGLOFF TILE #97 – REPAIR UPDATE
	VINCE URBANO – SURVEYOR

	Vince Urbano stated he was notified by Berry IT the repair of the Gangloff Tile #97 will start on August 8, 2016 by Miller Drainage, LLC from Logansport, Indiana.

	Urbano explained there have been several conflicts between himself and the representative from Berry IT.

	Urbano stated he was informed Miller Drainage, LLC will be placing a ten inch double wall tile in place of the existing Gangloff Tile #97.

	Urbano stated the tile will be replaced for approximately 1400 feet.  Culp inquired the location of the 1400 feet of tile being replaced.  Urbano responded the tile will be placed from just West of Claussen’s driveway to the opposite side of Claussen’s driveway.  Urbano stated the condition of the tile traveling to the east is unknown and believes a camera needs to be ran.  Also there are many laterals which run into the Gangloff Tile #97 which have been damaged and need to be repaired.

	Maxwell inquired with John Casey, Drainage Board Attorney, what could be done to force Berry IT to comply with the desire of the board in regards to the repair/replacement of the Gangloff Tile #97.  Casey responded he is not aware of anywhere which the desires of the drainage board have been memorialized as to what was agreed to in regards to the repair/replacement of the Gangloff Tile #97.  Casey stated he could send Berry IT a letter stating the agreements by all parties involved and the expectations by the Jasper County Drainage Board in regards to the repair/replacement of the damaged Gangloff Tile #97.  If there is nothing memorialized, it would be hard to do that.  The Drainage Board Secretary stated there are meeting minutes which would have the information.  Casey stated he does not recall the meeting minutes spelling out a list of the exact stipulations in regards to the repair/replacement of the Gangloff Tile #97.  Casey stated the Surveyor and Kendell Culp could formulate a list of the expectations in regards to the repair/replacement of the Gangloff Tile #97 and send it to Berry IT and explain to them nothing else is acceptable.  

FALL PROJECTS - 2016
	VINCE URBANO – SURVEYOR

	Vince Urbano inquired with the Drainage Board members if they had a request for any drainage projects which they would like to see completed during the upcoming fall of 2016.

	Urbano stated a couple drainage projects would be put together in the DeMotte area, the Upper Ryan and Lower Ryan, finish up the Denton Ditch as well as a couple minor projects which will be brought to the Drainage Board in the near future.

SPRAYING PROJECTS

	Kendell Culp advised the drainage board that a local farmer had received a notice of spraying for Spring 2016.  Kendell stated in the local farmers mind there was an expectation and no spraying had been completed on his ditch.  The farmer suggested buying a high-boy to complete the spraying.  Culp requested seeing a list of the ditches which were sprayed during the Spring 2016 by the Surveyor’s office field crew.  Culp stated he believes next year the big main drains within the county should be hired out to a firm that specializes in spraying of ditches. This would allow more time for the Surveyor’s office field crew to concentrate on spraying of the smaller drains.

	Vince Urbano inquired if the employees of the weed board have done any spraying recently.  Urbano stated the Surveyor’s office field crew has been doing all the spraying of  roadsides, which the weed board is supposed to be spraying.  Jack Haberlin stated there is a very minimal crew for the weed board spraying.  Urbano stated he thought it may be a good idea in the future to allow the Surveyor’s office to hire a couple part-time employees for the purpose of doing the spraying which normally is completed by the weed board. 

ADJOURN

	James Walstra made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Kendell Culp seconded the motion.  Motion approved.

