THE JASPER COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD MET ON MONDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2016 AT 1:00 P.M. IN THE COMMISSIONERS ROOM, JASPER COUNTY COURTHOUSE, RENSSELAER, INDIANA WITH THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS PRESENT:   RICHARD MAXWELL (CHAIRMAN), KENDELL CULP (MEMBER) AND JAMES WALSTRA (MEMBER).  ALSO PRESENT WERE VINCE URBANO (SURVEYOR), JOHN CASEY (ATTORNEY), JACK HABERLIN (ENGINEER), ALAN SHANKS ((JASPER COUNTY WATERSHED/GIS COORDINATOR), AND RHONDA ELDRIDGE (SECRETARY). 

Chairman, Richard Maxwell called the meeting to order.

1:00 PUBLIC HEARING – YEOMAN DITCH #3233, LATERAL, AND ARM

	Vince Urbano, Surveyor, stated the Yeoman Ditch #3233, Lateral, and Arm county regulated drains were petitioned for reconstruction on November 22, 2011.

	The Yeoman Ditch #3233 is located in Newton Township and has a total distance of approximately 3.18 miles.  The Lateral #3 to Yeoman Ditch #3233 is also located in Newton Township and has a total distance of approximately 1.09 miles.  The Arm #1 to Lateral #3 to Yeoman Ditch #3233 is also in Newton Township and has a total distance of approximately 0.30 miles.  These three drains consist of approximately 3332.4917 benefitted acres.

	The Surveyor’s estimated cost for reconstruction of the Yeoman Ditch #3233, Lateral, and Arm is $66,670.45.  The estimated cost to periodically maintaining the Yeoman Ditch #3233, Lateral, and Arm is $2.00 per acre and shall be collected annually until the maintenance fund reaches a maximum balance of $28,025.00.

	Landowner, Douglas McGill inquired the location of the Arm #1 to Lateral #3 to Yeoman Ditch #3233.  Urbano responded the Arm #1 to Lateral #3 to Yeoman Ditch #3233 starts west of the current Trail Tree Restaurant and east of County Road 1000 West.

	Landowner, Margaret Miller inquired the approximate starting date of the Yeoman Ditch #3233, Lateral, and Arm reconstruction project.  Urbano responded the plans are to award the contract for the reconstruction of the Yeoman Ditch #3233, Lateral, and Arm during the January, 2017 Jasper County Drainage Board meeting, therefore, completing the work during the winter of 2017.

	Landowner, Tony Williams inquired if the Yeoman Ditch #3233 is north of State Highway 114 and runs parallel with County Road 1000 West.  Richard Maxwell responded the Yeoman Ditch #3233 starts at County Road 1000 West and runs south.  The Lateral #3 Tile to Lateral #3 to Yeoman #3233 Tile starts at State Highway 114 and runs to County Road 400 South.  Williams inquired if the Lateral #3 Tile to Lateral #3 to Yeoman #3233 was going to be repaired with the reconstruction project.  Maxwell stated the Lateral #3 Tile to Lateral #3 to Yeoman #3233 is in good working order and not in need of repair.  Williams inquired if the tile which runs to Sherwood Forrest Subdivision would be part of the Yeoman Ditch #3233, Lateral, and Arm reconstruction project.  The Surveyor responded the tile Williams is referring to is a private tile and therefore, would not be part of the Yeoman Ditch #3233, Lateral, and Arm reconstruction project.  Urbano stated there is a private tile which runs on the north side of State Highway 114 which catches the overflow of the pond in Sherwood Forrest Subdivision and flows east where it outlets into the Lateral #3 to Yeoman #3233 which is the main drain for Sherwood Forrest Subdivision.  Williams also inquired if landowner’s would be assessed the same cost per acre within the Yeoman Ditch #3233, Lateral, and Arm watershed.  Urbano explained all landowners within the Yeoman Ditch #3233, Lateral, and Arm watershed will be charged $400 per acre with a minimum of $5.00 for tracts five acres or less for the reconstruction and $2.00 per acre with a minimum of $5.00 for tracts five acres or less for the maintenance.

	The Surveyor advised the Drainage Board of a discrepancy of the Yeoman Ditch #3233, Lateral, and Arm watershed which was brought forth after the Public Hearing Notices were mailed.  Landowner, Nick Steinke provided literature proving he has redirected, by way of private tile, the flow of water off his property from the Yeoman Ditch #3233, Lateral, and Arm watershed to the Zimmer #2919 county regulated drain.  The Surveyor’s office viewed his property and verified the private tile is indeed redirecting the flow of water from the Yeoman Ditch #3233, Lateral, and Arm watershed to the Zimmer Ditch #2919.  An amended Assessment Roll has been generated and will be put in place with the approval of the reconstruction of the Yeoman Ditch #3233, Lateral, and Arm.

	Urbano advised of a couple obstructions which will be removed of during the reconstruction of the Yeoman Ditch #3233, Lateral, and Arm project.  One obstruction is located at the outlet of the Yeoman Ditch #3233 where it flows into Curtis Creek #856 county regulated drain. A privately owned culvert owned by Curtis Creek Farm, LLC at this location is in very poor condition and will be removed during the reconstruction of the Yeoman Ditch #3233, Lateral, and Arm project.  The landowner of Curtis Creek Farm, LLC inquired who would pay for the installation of the new culvert at the outlet of Yeoman Ditch #3233 where it flows into Curtis Creek.  Urbano responded normal procedure would be for the landowner to purchase the material and the contractor hired for the project would replace it as necessary while they are in the area of the ditch during reconstruction.   Urbano stated Curtis Creek Farm, LLC could replace the dilapidated culvert, if sized accordingly by the Surveyor’s office with the current culverts around the dilapidated.  The other obstruction which would need to be resolved is located north of State Highway 114 on the Yeoman Ditch #3233.  At this location, there is a very large old headwall which has fallen in the drain causing blockage of water.  This headwall will be removed during the Yeoman Ditch #3233, Lateral, and Arm reconstruction project. 

	Having conducted a public hearing and upon the recommendation of the Surveyor fulfilling the petition, James Walstra made a motion to proceed with the reconstruction of the Yeoman Ditch #3233, Lateral, and Arm.  Kendell Culp seconded the motion.  Motion approved.

DEER FIELD ESTATES SUBDIVISION LOT #3 – STRUCTURE ADDITION WITHIN DRAINAGE RIGHT-OF-WAY
	DENA DAMIAN – PROPERTY OWNER

	The Surveyor explained a home in Deer Field Estates Subdivision Lot #3 located at 9099 Deerfield Lane, DeMotte in Section 8, Township, 31, Range 7, Keener Township was purchased by John T. and Dena M. Damian.  Deer Field Estates subdivision drainage plan was approved by the Jasper County Drainage Board on September 1, 1993 prior to Damian purchasing the home.

	James Walstra stated he had been notified of an issue with the property owned by John and Dena Damian in Deer Field Estates Subdivision Lot #3 and met with them onsite.  The contractor who built the home prior to Damian owning it, built it within approximately twenty feet of the property line.  

	Vince Urbano stated Damian was recently notified of the home being built to a close proximity of the property line while applying for a building permit to put an addition on the home.  The contractor built the home within the easement of a drainage swale.  Urbano suggested allowing for the addition to the home located at property located at 9099 Deerfield Lane, DeMotte.  Walstra and Urbano agreed the addition would not be blocking any flow of water in regards to the approved drainage plan for the subdivision. Walstra stated the addition would not be any further in the drainage swale than it currently is. 

	James Walstra made a motion to allow for the building of an addition to the home located at 9099 Deerfield Lane, DeMotte providing it does not infringe any further in the approved drainage swale than it currently is.  Kendell Culp seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

GENTLEMAN TOM’S HIDEAWAY / HOBB’S DITCH – REQUEST OF DRAINAGE EASEMENT INFRINGMENT
	DAVE TIEMENS – TIEMENS NAGAI SURVEYING & ENGINEERING, LLC

	Dave Tiemens, Tiemens, Nagai Surveying & Engineering, LLC, presented a plan outlining the proposed installation of a new sewer system for Gentleman Tom’s Hideaway located at 5830 West 1200 North, DeMotte, Section 30, Township 32, Range 6 in Wheatfield Township. 

	Tiemens stated currently there is a septic tank on the north side of Gentleman Tom’s Hideaway and the sewer line outlets directly into the Hobb’s Ditch #2584 county regulated drain.  The septic system has not been functioning for several months and they have been pumping their septic tank a couple times per week.

	Tiemens stated plans have moved forward to eliminate the current septic system at Gentleman Tom’s Hideaway and hook onto the town of DeMotte’s sewer system.

	Tiemens stated the proposed plan is to run a sewer main pipe to County Road 1250 North through the road right-of-way until  it reaches the Hobb’s Ditch #2584 at which they are proposing to place the sewer main pipe fifteen feet into the standard seventy-five foot right-of-way continuing on to County Road 575 West until reaching State Road 10.

	Tiemens stated they would be installing the sewer main pipe by way of boring at a depth of five feet deep the entire stretch.

	Kendell Culp stated a Hold Harmless Agreement should be prepared for the proposed sewer line installation servicing Gentleman Tom’s Hideaway.

	Kendell Culp made a motion to approve the plans as presented for the proposed installation of a sewer line pipe for the purpose of servicing Gentleman Tom’s Hideaway located at 5830 West 1200 North, DeMotte, Section, 30, Township 32, Range 6 in Wheatfield Township providing the signing of a Hold Harmless Agreement.  James Walstra seconded the motion.  Motion approved.

RICH TILE #9531 – LANDOWNER DISCUSSION

	Vince Urbano stated during the November 7, 2016 drainage board meeting it was suggested to invite the landowners within the Rich Tile #3531 watershed to the December 5, 2016 drainage board meeting for a discussion regarding the possibility of vacating the county regulated tile.

	A Public Hearing was held on June 6, 2016 in regards to the abandonment of a portion of the Rich Tile #9531 county regulated tile on the property of landowner, Bill Risner.  During this Public Hearing Risner explained his property is the outlet of the Rich Tile #9531 and had already constructed an open drain to replace the Rich Tile #9531 on his property.  A motion was made to approve the abandonment of the Rich Tile #9531 county regulated tile on the property of Bill Risner.

	Risner stated he does not have any problem with the landowner’s north of his property on the Rich Tile #9531 draining their water into his private open drain, but is not in favor of making his private open drain into a county regulated drain.

	The Surveyor stated landowner, Greg Lightfoot, had made a request during the November 7, 2016 drainage board meeting to abandon a portion of the Rich Tile #9531 on his property which would leave Gerald Torbet who had property between Lightfoot and Risner in a bad position in regards to the draining his property.

	Lightfoot stated he would like to have the Rich Tile #9531 abandoned on his property and build a pond.

	Urbano stated the Army Corp of Engineers would only allow a solid core tile to replace the current Rich Tile #9531 during reconstruction of the Rich Tile #9531, which would defeat the purpose of the intentions of the landowners.  Lightfoot stated the Army Corp of Engineers would allow for him to dig the soil out as long as he did not place the soil removed back onto the property.

	Lightfoot stated the NRSC was willing to help with the engineering work to find a way to swale the area to keep the water flowing to a lower level.

	Kendell Culp inquired if the Rich Tile #9531 is working north of County Road 170 West.  Lightfoot responded he believes the Rich Tile #9531 is working north of County Road 170 West.

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Urbano suggested working with the NRCS to place a waterway on top of the Rich Tile #9531 through the Lightfoot and Torbet property.

	Culp stated the drainage board could not abandon the entire Rich Tile #9531 as it is functioning north of County Road 170 West.  

	Kendell Culp inquired with Risner if the Rich Tile #9531 has any water flowing out of it as it drains into his private ditch.  Risner responded a lot of water flows out of the Rich Tile #9531 that drains into his private ditch.

	Lightfoot stated his property is classified with the Army Corp of Engineers as a wetlands, but the adjoining Torbet property to the south is not classified as a wetlands with the Army Corp of Engineers.

	Culp inquired if a written agreement of any sort was obtained from Risner in regards to allowing other property owners from the north on the Rich Tile #9531 to drain into his private open drain.  Urbano stated it is all on record in the meeting minutes.  Culp inquired if that would carry over to another landowner someday. Urbano responded it was made very clear in the meeting minutes that the private open drain constructed by Risner would need to remain an outlet for the Rich Tile #9531.

	Lightfoot stated there needs to be a way found to get the water over the property owned by Torbet and into the private open drain constructed and owned by Risner.

	It was the consensus of the drainage board that it would be best for Lightfoot, Torbet, and Risner to work with the NRCS to find a solution suitable for all parties involved in regards to the drainage of property within the Rich Tile #9531 watershed.  After reaching a solution with the NRCS bring it back to the drainage board for their review.	

	Urbano stated whatever solution is reached by the parties involved and the NRCS, a petition would need to be carried in order to obtained the required ten percent signatures of the affected landowners with in the watershed.  Maxwell also stated a letter from the Army Corp of Engineers stating their requirements would also need to be obtained for the drainage board.

LATERAL #1 TO HALSTEAD #2918 – PETITION	
	
	The Surveyor stated on the 7th day of November, 2016 landowner Larry Berenda filed a petition to establish a maintenance fund on the Lateral #1 to Halstead #2918 located in Sections 6 & 7, Township 29, Range 7 in Newton Township.

	Kendell Culp made a motion to refer the petition for the establishment of a maintenance fund on the Lateral #1 to Halstead located in Sections 6 & 7, Township 29, Range 7 in Newton Township back to the Surveyor for his report.  James Walstra seconded the motion.  Motion approved.

GANGLOFF TILE #97/BERRYIT – RELEASE DISCUSSION

	The Surveyor stated a Property Damage Release form from Nationwide Insurance, which is the insurance carrier for BerryIT, had been received in regards to the damage and repair of the Gangoff Tile #97.  Urbano stated the insurance agent has requested his signature on the Property Damage Release form in order to release funds to the contractors involved in the repair of the Gangloff Tile #97.  Urbano stated he refuses to sign this Property Damage Release form.

	Kendell Culp stated there currently is a five year bond in place for the repair of the Gangloff Tile #97.

	Drainage Board Attorney, John Casey, stated he would not advise the Surveyor to sign the Property Damage Release form.  Casey stated he would be willing to compose a letter stating the work which was completed to repair the Gangloff Tile #97 county tile has been completed, if requested to do so.

AMSLER TILE #4673 – DISCUSSION

	Vince Urbano presented an Invoice from CSX to the Jasper County Drainage Board in the amount of $2,500.00 for an Application Review Fee in regards to the reconstruction of the Amsler Tile #4673 in the town of Parr. 	 

	ADJOURN

	James Walstra made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  James Walstra seconded the motion.  Motion approved.

		


